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Hossein Farhady is an associate professor of 

applied linguistics who received his MA in 

TESL and PhD in Applied Linguistics from 

UCLA in 1978 and 1980, respectively. His 

major area of interest is research on various 

aspects of language assessment. 

He has taught courses on language testing, 

research methods, and ESP at the MA and PhD 

levels for the last four decades in Iran, Canada, 

Armenia, and USA. He has also presented 

papers in national and international conferences and has widely published on 

the issues related to language testing. He has published more than 10 books 

and 50 articles on various topics in applied linguistics in general and in 

language assessment, in particular. He has directed MA programs in TEFL, 

two nationwide research projects on EFL/EAP education in Iran, and 

supervised over 60 MA and PhD theses. He has also directed several test 

development and test validation projects in Iran and other places in the 

world.  

He retired in 2006, moved to US, and worked as a senior scholar and project 

manager for organizations such as Ordinate and Lidget Green Corporations 

in California, Avant Assessment, and Second Language Testing, Inc., in 

Rockville, Maryland. From 2008 to 2010, he worked as the associate dean of 

the Department of English Programs at the American University of Armenia. 

He has also directed projects related to the scoring of Pearsonôs new 

automated language proficiency test and validating Versant test, and 

received grants from Pearson, ETS, and ILTA. 

Presently, he is a faculty member at the ELT department at Yeditepe 

University in Istanbul, Turkey and an adjunct professor at the University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

15
th

 International TELLSI 

Conference  
21-23 November, 2017 

Islamic Azad University, Roudehen Branch, 

Tehran, Iran 
 

 

 
12 

Developing a Language Assessment Literacy Test for EFL Teachers: A 

Data Driven Approach 
Hossein Farhady 

Yeditepe University, Istanbul, Turkey 
hossein.farhady@yeditepe.edu.tr 

 
Within the last few decades, ELT has been moving towards learning oriented 

assessment (LOA) where learners are expected to become more self-regulated and 

teachers are recommended to move away from traditional transmission of 

information approach to helping learners possess, transform, and apply the 

information to real-life contexts. To meet these expectations, EFL teachers need to 

be provided with opportunities to improve different dimensions of their professional 

knowledge.                                                 .  

Knowledge of language assessment, referred to as assessment literacy (AL) at its 

basic level, is believed to be one of the cornerstones of teachersô professional 

knowledge, especially in the context of LOA. AL is defined as ñhaving the capacity 

to ask and answer critical questions about the purpose for assessment, about the 

fitness of the tool being used, about testing conditions, and about what is going to 

happen on the basis of the resultsò (Inbar-Lourie, 2008, p.389). Unfortunately, 

research findings on teachersô level of LAL are not promising. There seems to be a 

general lack of knowledge of fundamental principles of assessment among EFL 

teachers (Farhady and Tavassoli, 2016; Taylor, 2013; Webb, 2007). Among many 

reasons for such an undesirable situation, one might be the lack of easily accessible 

LAL tests with desirable psychometric qualities to be used in EFL contexts.  

To address the issue, this two-phase study was designed to develop a LAL test for 

EFL teachers in Iran. In the first phase, a needs assessment was conducted to explore 

EFL teachersô perception of the importance of LAL using a modified version of the 

needs questionnaire developed by Fulcher (2012) supplemented by some open-

ended questions. The findings revealed that the majority of the 246 participants 

considered major topics in language assessment as either essential or important to be 

included in language assessment courses. These topics were selected and checked 

with the topics in the available language assessment textbooks. In the second phase, 

a LAL test was developed using the information obtained in first phase. The test was 

developed in six parts each focusing on one major area of language assessment 

using closed-item formats including ómatchingô, óorderingô, and ómultiple-choiceô. 

After having the test reviewed by experts in the field, it was revised and then piloted 

with 50 EFL teachers with diverse ages and experiences. The test was finalized after 

making necessary revisions and administered to 165 EFL teachers. The data 

revealed that contrary to teachersô claims in the first phase of the study, most of 

them had low levels of LAL. Implications of the findings will be discussed and 

directions for future research will be suggested. 
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Ardeshir Geranpayeh is the Head of Automated 

Assessment & Learning at the Cambridge English 

Language Assessment, a department of the University 

of Cambridge. Ardeshir holds a PhD in Applied 

Linguistics from the University of Edinburgh on the 

comparability of language proficiency testing. He has 

28 yearsô experience of test validation and has 

contributed to the design, development, validation, 

revision and evaluation of several internationally 

recognised language proficiency tests.  Ardeshir has 

been leading on the development and implementation 

of automated assessment of Writing and Speaking in 

Cambridge English since 2009. His recent interest has been in the use of 

automated assessment to provide feedback to learners in a Learning Oriented 

Assessment (LOA) context. Ardeshir also has a strong background in computing 

and information technology. He has run several workshops on Basic statistics, 

Item Response Theory, Test Equating, Structural Equation Modelling, 

Differentiating Item Functioning, Test of Listening and Test Security, discussing 

various aspects of Practices, Policies, Consequences and technical advancements 

in cheating detection. He is a regular presenter and workshop leader in several 

international conferences such as; National Council on Measurement in 

Education (NCME), Association of Test Publishers (ATP), Association of 

Language Testers in Europe (ALTE), Language Testing Research Colloquium 

(LTRC), Language Testing Forum (LTF), and International Test Commission 

(ITC) and has published extensively on language proficiency testing and 

cheating detection. His current interests include: the use of Digital Technology 

in Adaptive Learning and Assessment, Automated Assessment of Writing and 

Speaking and Test Fraud Detection. 
Most recent publications; 

Geranpayeh, A. et al. Forthcoming. ñDeveloping an automated writing placement 

system for ESL learnersò. Journal of Applied Measurement. 

Geranpayeh, A. 2014a. ñA Look at Unintentional Cheating in the Testing Industry: 

Professional Credentialingò. NCME Newsletter, Vol 22, No. 1, pp 5-7. 

Geranpayeh. A. 2014b. ñDetecting Plagiarism and Cheatingò in A.J. Kunnan 

(Ed.) The Companion to Language Assessment. Vol 2. Chichester: Wiley-

Blackwell Publishing, pp 980-993. 

Geranpayeh, A and Taylor, L (Eds) (2013) Examining Listening: Research and 

Practice in Assessing Second Language Listening, Studies in Language Testing 

volume 35, Cambridge: UCLES/Cambridge University Press. 
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Learning Oriented Assessment: Putting Learning at the Heart of 

Assessment 

 
Ardeshir Geranpayeh 

University of Cambridge, UK 

 

There has been a shift in linking learning and assessment in providing 

evidence concerning learning that can be used in different ways to promote 

further learning. The shift has put the learner at the heart of the assessment 

where four worlds of the individual learner, the social world, the world of 

education and the world of assessment are brought together in a systemic 

way to enable different stakeholders to work towards a common purpose. 

The new approach is called the Learning Oriented Assessment (LOA). 

This talk will introduce the concept of Learning Oriented Assessment (LOA) 

and encourage participants to reflect on the different forms of assessment 

they use in their schools and classrooms. They will learn more about the role 

and impact of assessment in educational reform contexts at both macro and 

micro levels. I will bring examples to give participants the opportunity to 

reflect on important interfaces between language learning, teaching and 

assessment in light of their own experiences, knowledge and insights. LOA 

puts learning at the heart of all forms of assessment and moves away from a 

dichotomy between formative and summative functions. Practical aspects of 

this model will be examined and participants will consider how data 

collected using various forms of assessment can be used to profile learners, 

monitor progress and inform teacher decision-making and future planning. 

Finally, the session will be looking to the future and considering the role that 

digital technology can play within the model and how this can be used to 

stimulate greater creativity in both teaching and learning. It will be argued 

that the use of digital technology is essential to the success of an LOA 

approach in the classroom by bringing an innovative example of the 

application of the digital technology, automated assessment, to provide 

diagnostic feedback to the classroom.  
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Garold Murray  is associate professor in the 

Centre for Liberal Arts and Language Education 

at Okayama University, Japan. He holds a PhD 

in language education from the University of 

British Columbia, Canada. In addition to having 

taught EFL courses in junior high school, high 

school, undergraduate, graduate, and teacher 

education programs, he established and managed 

two self-access centres in Japan ï one of which 

was open to the general public. He has served as convener of the AILA 

Research Network on Learner Autonomy in Language Learning (2005-2011) 

and president of the Japan Association of Self-Access Language Learning 

(2005-2010). His research interests focus on learner autonomy, social 

learning spaces, imagination, and semiotics of place. He is editor of the book 

The Social Dimensions of Learner Autonomy (2014) and co-editor of the 

books Identity, Motivation, and Autonomy in Language Learning (2011); 

Social Spaces for Language Learning: Stories from the L-café (2016); and 

Space, Place and Autonomy in Language Learning (2018). 
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Autonomy, Complexity and Social Spaces for Language Learning 
 

Garold Murray  

Okayama University, Japan 

 

Learner autonomy in language learning has been generally defined in terms 

of learners taking control of their own learning. In this talk, I argue that the 

time has come to re-examine this notion in view of recent theoretical 

developments in the field of applied linguistics and the emergence of out-of-

class language learning as an area of inquiry. Over the years, learner 

autonomy has demonstrated its capacity to adapt to changing times. 

Introduced in the late 1970s during an era characterized by the teacher-

dominated language classroom, learner autonomy provided a much-needed 

focus on learners as potentially independent individuals capable of taking 

charge of their learning. Later, as the so-called ósocial turnô gained 

prominence in the field of applied linguistics, autonomy revealed itself to be 

a social construct developed through interdependence. Now, as applied 

linguists turn their attention to complexity science and learning beyond the 

classroom, what can be revealed about learner autonomy by examining the 

construct a complex dynamic systems perspective in an out-of-class 

environment? 

In order to address this question, I draw on the findings of three studies ï a 

five-year ethnography, a multiple-case study and a narrative inquiry ï all of 

which explore a social space for language learning located on the campus of 

a large national university in Japan. By social learning space I refer to a 

place learners can come together in order to learn with and each other. I 

begin the talk by describing the social learning space, after which I outline 

the studies and provide the necessary theoretical background. I then discuss 

what these inquiries suggest about learner autonomy and reflect on the 

implications for practice and future research. 
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Mehdi Riazi obtained his Ph.D. in Second Language 

Education from the University of Toronto, Canada. He 

was a faculty member in the Department of Foreign 

Languages and Linguistics, Shiraz University where he 

supervised 48 masterôs theses and 14 Ph.D. 

dissertations. He was the Chair of the 4
th
 TELLSI 

Conference which was held at Shiraz University in 

2007. He joined the Department of Linguistics, 

Macquarie University in Australia in July 2009 and 

currently holds the positon of full professor in Applied Linguistics. He has 

supervised 7 Ph.D. and 8 masterôs theses to completion at Macquarie 

University and currently has 5 Ph.D. students under supervision. He also 

convenes and lectures on two postgraduate courses of ñResearch Methodsò 

and ñLanguage Assessmentò. His areas of interest include academic 

communication, second language reading and writing, language assessment, 

program evaluation, and research methodology. He has presented and 

published extensively at local and international conferences and journals on 

areas of his interest. His most recent books are The Routledge Encyclopedia 

of Research Methods published in 2016 by Routledge and Mixed Methods 

Research published in 2017 by Equinox. He was the chief investigator for 

three research projects with IELTS, Pearson, and ETS (TOEFL) on test 

validation. He is an expert member of the European Association of 

Language Testing and Assessment (EALTA) http://www.ealta.eu.org/expert-

members.php?member_id=7925, and a member of International Language 

Testing Association (ILTA) http://www.iltaonline.com/ 

Further information about Mehdi Riazi can be found from the following 

URL: 

http://www.mq.edu.au/about_us/faculties_and_departments/faculty_of_hum

an_sciences/linguistics/linguistics_staff/professor_mehdi_riazi/ 
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A Critical Review of the Theoretical Orientation and Research 

Methodology in Second Language Writing 

 
Mehdi Riazi, Ph.D. 

Professor of Applied Linguistics, Macquarie University, Australia 

 

In the light of the theme of the 15
th
 TELLSI conference, which is ñApplied 

Linguistics in the 3rd Millennium: Towards Criticality and Reflectionò this 

paper intends to critically review and reflect on the second language (L2) 

writing research as one of the salient strands in the discipline of Applied 

Linguistics.                                      .                                                                                                                                              

I will present and discuss findings of a metadisciplinary analysis of the field 

of second language writing based on a comprehensive review and analysis of 

all the empirical articles (n= 259) published in the Journal of Second 

Language Writing (JSLW) covering a time period of 24 years 1992-2016 

(inclusive). I will report on the overall trends of L2 writing as well as how 

the field has been represented over three distinct periods of 1992-1999, 

2000-2009, and 2010-2015. 

Results of the analysis of the research focus showed that feedback (18%, 

n=45), language and literacy development (13%, n=33), and writing 

instruction (13%, n=32) were most common overall and there was greater 

breadth as the years progressed. On other hand, analysis of the theoretical 

orientation showed that 47% (n=120) of the published studies did not 

establish an explicit theoretical orientation. Of those that were identified, the 

most common were cognitive (17%, n=43), social (17%, n=43), and socio-

cognitive (10%, n=26). When examined over time, a social orientation 

became more common and there was also greater theoretical specificity. In 

terms of Analysis of the methodological approaches employed by L2 writing 

researchers revealed that qualitative approach was the dominant 

methodological approach in 40% (n= 101) of the articles; followed by a 

combination of qualitative and quantitative approaches (33%, n= 84), but not 

necessarily mixed-methods; quantitative approaches (26%, n= 66); and 

mixed-methods (2%, n= 4). In terms of the data sources, text samples (42%), 

elicitation techniques (23%), and multiple (more than 3 data sources) (21%) 

were the dominant data sources used by L2 writing researchers. Some 

implications of the above analyses for the future directions of L2 writing 

research will be discussed.  
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Featured Speaker 

 

Farzaneh Farahzad is Professor of translation studies 

at Allameh Tabatabaôi University in Tehran, author of 

several textbooks for the translator training program in 

Iran, author of many articles in Persian and English in 

translation studies, curriculum developer of translator 

training programs in Iran, editor-in-chief of the Iranian 

Translation Studies Journal, freelance translator and 

simultaneous interpreter. Her latest book is Translating 

Women: Different Voices, New Horizons, a volume co-

edited with Luise Von Flotow and published by 

Routledge in 2016. 

Interests: translation studies theory and research, translation criticism, 

translation historiography 
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New Perspectives in the Translator Training Program 
 

Farzaneh Farahzad 

Allameh Tabatabaôi University, Iran 

 

The present paper reports the recent experience of developing a new 

undergrad program for translator education, traditionally known as the 

English Language Translator Training program in Iran. The new program is 

expected to replace the old one which was initially developed as the result of 

the Cultural Revolution after the establishment of the Islamic Republic, 

modified and nationally implemented in 1369/1990 and again partially 

modified in 1374/1995. The huge time lapse since the last modification 

means a huge distance from present day teaching materials, teaching 

methods and market requirements. The gap seems to have forced many 

translator trainers away from the program and its outdated goals, course 

descriptions and textbooks into uncertain idiosyncratic syllabuses based on 

diverse personal experiences or expectations, or copied and transferred from 

other disciplines such as EFL and linguistics. 

The new program developed in line with the new policies and requirements 

of the Development Council (Shoraye Tahavvol) and the new internationally 

recognized trends in translator education to cover the gap, and is based on 

insights from translation studies research and the emerging area of 

translation pedagogy. The attempt manifested the need for a tremendous 

shift of perspective, from developing translation skills to developing 

translation competencies. 
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Featured Speaker 

 

Shahriar Mansouri  is Assistant Professor of 

Modern Irish and English Literature at 

Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran; and 

IASIL regional Bibliography Representative 

for Iran. He completed his PhD at the 

University of Glasgow on the Modern Irish 

Bildungsroman in 2013, and taught a few 

semesters there before he joined Shahid 

Beheshti. He specializes in the modern Irish 

novel, with additional interests in James Joyce, Samuel Beckett, Flann 

OôBrien, memory studies, history and theory of the novel, and a reading of 

modern literature in light of Badiou, Deleuze, and Heidegger. His 

forthcoming monograph with Palgrave UK is a Badiouian reading of time 

and temporality in Joyceôs Ulysses and Finnegans Wake. 
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James Joyceôs Globalized Vision of Language, Identity, and Culture 

 
Shahriar Mansouri 

Assistant Professor of Modern Irish and English Literature 

Faculty of Letters and Humanities 

Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran-Iran 

s_mansouri@sbu.ac.ir 

 

James Joyceôs Finnegans Wake has been read as a multifaceted narrative of 

creation in the author re-imagines the human existence as a composite image 

that transcends any traditional perception of time and space. Language and 

culture too appear as substrata of such a composite ontology, culture 

includes the geo-ideological artifacts, and language appears as a medium of 

conceptual transference and ideological transformation. I, however, contend 

that in crafting the narrative of Finnegans Wake Joyce was interested in 

neither a textual reconstruction of an ideal and timeless history nor a 

contextual reconsideration of mimesis. Rather, the narrative of his last two 

works, namely, Ulysses and Finnegans Wake, ushers a radical perception of 

language and ontology that allowed for the author to create, mythologize and 

recreate history, language, culture and identity based on Evental time, and a 

microgenetic understanding of language. 
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Featured Speaker 

 

Hassan Soodmand Afshar is an Associate Professor 

in Applied Linguistics who teaches BA, MA and PhD 

courses in TEFL at Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan. 

He is also a Cambridge Centre Exams Manager at 
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The paper first delves into the theoretical underpinnings of reflection as 

related to language teaching and learning and touches upon the new 

developments on the concept. It, then, deals with the inhibitors lying in the 

way of Iranian EFL teachers' reflective practice drawing upon the findings of 

recent studies in this respect. In keeping with the post-modernist and post-

structuralist worldviews in general and post-method paradigm in foreign 

language teaching in particular, reflective practice entered teacher education 

literature challenging the positivistic epistemology of technical rationality 

and technicist approach to learning and teaching, but advocating the artistry 

of professional knowledge and practice in teaching (Thompson & Pascal, 

2012) and seeking to bridge the gap between 'high ground' of theory and 

'swampy lowlands' of practice (Sch̘n,1983). Reflective practice aims at 

questioning, analysing and evaluating the taken-for-granted assumptions and 

the conventionalised routinised forms of practice and seeks to democratise 

teaching and learning. The findings of recent studies in the field on the topic 

(e.g., Soodmand Afshar and Farahani, 2017), reveal that three main sources 

might inhibit (Iranian) EFL teachers from thinking and acting reflectively 

including ñlack of knowledge inhibitorsò (e.g., unfamiliarity with the 

concept of reflection, not attaching enough significance to reflection, etc.), 

ñaffective/emotional inhibitorsò (e.g., burn-out and lack of motivation), and 

ñteaching situation inhibitorsò (e.g., job insecurity, job dissatisfaction, etc). 

which are discussed in detail in the paper. 
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Abstract 

Discourse markers play a significant role in achieving cohesion and 

coherence in argumentative writing, particularly in international high-stake 

tests such as IELTS and TOEFL, in which essay coherence affects test 

takersô final score substantially. Despite their critical role, discourse markers 

have been among the less investigated areas, especially in argumentative 

writing and in high-stake tests in particular. This study accordingly 

investigated the rate and variety of discourse markers used in the 

independent writing section of these exams within the three categories of 

elaboration, extension, and enhancement on one hand, and the accuracy in 

resorting to discourse markers in the students' writing on the other. This 

mixed-methods design study involved 70 Iranian IELTS and TOEFL test 

takers. The results showed that both groups opted for variety of discourse 

markers in their writing tasks; however, the rate was higher among TOEFL 

test takers compared to their IELTS counterparts; indicating that TOEFL test 

takers resorted more to enhancement conjunctives. Moreover, they 

outperformed in accuracy dimension. The results of the study are 

instrumental for exam trainers in embedding the effective teaching of 

discourse markers in their syllabuses. Also, researchers can benefit from the 

results of this study in investigating the reasons of differences between 

Iranian IELTS and TOEFL test takers, which leaves the room open for 

further test-type-based performance. 

 

Keywords: Argumentative Writing, Coherence, Discourse Markers, IELTS, 

TOEFL 
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Abstract 

Discourse markers play a significant role in achieving cohesion and 

coherence in argumentative writing, particularly in international high-stake 

tests such as IELTS and TOEFL, in which essay coherence affects test 

takersô final score substantially. Despite their critical role, discourse markers 

have been among the less investigated areas, especially in argumentative 

writing and in high-stake tests in particular. This study accordingly 

investigated the rate and variety of discourse markers used in the 

independent writing section of these exams within the three categories of 

elaboration, extension, and enhancement on one hand, and the accuracy in 

resorting to discourse markers in the students' writing on the other. This 

mixed-methods design study involved 70 Iranian IELTS and TOEFL test 

takers. The results showed that both groups opted for variety of discourse 

markers in their writing tasks; however, the rate was higher among TOEFL 

test takers compared to their IELTS counterparts; indicating that TOEFL test 

takers resorted more to enhancement conjunctives. Moreover, they 

outperformed in accuracy dimension. The results of the study are 

instrumental for exam trainers in embedding the effective teaching of 

discourse markers in their syllabuses. Also, researchers can benefit from the 

results of this study in investigating the reasons of differences between 

Iranian IELTS and TOEFL test takers, which leaves the room open for 

further test-type-based performance. 
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Abstract 
Assessment is an integral part of instruction and if effectively implemented 

can enhance studentsô learning. This study investigated the impact of peer 

and teacher assessment on EFL learners' oral performance. To achieve this 

purpose, thirty Iranian EFL learners from a private institute were selected as 

homogeneous based on their performance on a PBT test of TOEFL followed 

by an oral interview. They were randomly divided into two groups. During 

the term, the instructor worked on IELTS speaking section as well as some 

free discussions. In one group learners received teacher assessment while the 

other class received peer assessment. The two groups were pre-tested and 

post-tested on two different versions of speaking test of academic IELTS. 

Statistical analyses of the results indicated that the peer-assessment group 

significantly outperformed the teacher assessment group in terms of L2 oral 

performance. The result may have important implications for L2 language 

instructors.  
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Abstract  

The question of exile in James Joyceôs autobiographical novel, A Portrait of 

the Artist as a Young Man, has always been a matter of critical study. Since 

the novel is a reflection of Joyceôs own experiences, this question finds a 

connection to the socio-political atmosphere of Ireland. This connection, in 

fact, has been important in furthering the importance of critical study in this 

vein. As a contribution to this trend, this study endeavors to explore 

Stephenôs rebelliousness with the background of Lyotardian criticism. In 

Lyotardôs view, the project of modernity with its universally emancipatory 

mission does not any longer have the credibility that it formerly enjoyed. In 

fact, by announcing the demise of "grand narratives", Lyotard and his 

postmodern counterparts contend that the "general human emancipation" 

could not be gained through the universalist strategies as founded by 

modernity. Applying such postmodern contention to Joyceôs A Portrait of 

the Artist as a Young Man, this thesis tries to pinpoint whether Joyceôs 

masterpiece is a modern or postmodern novel by focusing on Stephenôs 

predisposition to rebellion and the resultant disintegration of beliefs and 

values he experiences along the way.  

 

Keywords: Modernity, Postmodernism, Metanarrative, Irish Nationalism, 
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Abstract 

Given the considerable importance of critical thinking and critical pedagogy 

as much revered educational goals, this study investigated the effects of 

critical education at tertiary level of education in the context of the country 

in which the study was initiated, the Islamic Republic of Iran. In order for 

said goal to be achieved, nine graduate students were asked to give a report 

on their feelings and attitudes after receiving a course set on critical 

pedagogy principles whose goal was to foster critical thinking abilities in 

students. The results of the qualitative analysis of studentsô self-narratives 

revealed ten themes, both constructive (widening the horizons, learning how 

to think, questioning the unquestioned issues, empowerment, solidifying a 

negative attitude toward target language culture and values, and solidifying a 

positive attitude toward native language culture and values), and destructive 

(skepticism, confusion, inaction, and incapability). In the end, based on in 

depth analysis of the data gathered and the conclusions obtained, suggestions 

for reducing critical educationôs harmful effects were made. 
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Abstract 

A great source of concern in performance assessment is rater subjectivity. It 

has long been an intriguing topic and considerable research has been drawn 

to it (e.g., Trace, Janssen & Meier, 2017; Wigglesworth, 1993; Yan, 2014). 

As a way of reducing subjectivity, resolution methods have been frequently 

used in various testing contexts. However, the studies conducted so far have 

yielded mixed results concerning the efficiency of such methods. One of 

these methods is the rater negotiation (discussion) which is aimed at bringing 

consensus among raters through negotiation. The present study through a 

qualitative method of research aimed at investigating how the accuracy of 

the resolved scores through discussion is threatened by rater dominance. To 

this end, the study focused on data coming from five Iranian raters 

negotiating to resolve discrepancies in scores after they had rated 18 speech 

samples produced by EFL learners. Raters attended three sessions of 

negotiation rating different samples of speech. Their negotiations were 

audio-recorded and then transcribed. The transcripts were analyzed to see 

how raters might dominate negotiations and how such dominance might 

threaten the accuracy of the final scores achieved.  Analysis of the data 

indicated that rater dominance existed in group negotiations in various ways 

and the accuracy of the final scores was questioned accordingly. Rater 

dominance was found in terms of number of turn-takings, amount of talk, 

reasoning for scoring and the final scores reported; that is, certain raters used 

more turn takings and tended to hold the floor. Such raters were also the 

ones whose reasoning was considered and at times imposed as more logical, 

and accordingly their scores were agreed upon most of the time. The 

findings call for more focused roles of the raters in rater negotiation and 

provide evidence for how accuracy of scores is jeopardized by rater 

dominance.   
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Abstract 

The idea of flipped classrooms, known as inverted classrooms, or reverse 

instruction, suggests a technology based classroom that prepares students 

with subject materials which is supposed to be taught in the classrooms, in 

advance. This study was an attempt to investigate the comparative effects of 

different types of flipped classrooms on Iranian intermediate EFL learnersô 

reading comprehension. To do so, after a pilot study, 113 male students were 

homogenized after passing a PET exam. They attended a 12 session term in 

three experimental and one control groups. Following the pretest based on 

the passages which were supposed to be taught, the students in experimental 

groups were provided with flipped screencast summarized texts, flipped 

screencast advance organizer texts, and flipped screencast simplified texts 

via emails to be able to cope with the original text before attending the 

classes. Therefore, the class time was spent on discussion, problem solving, 

debating, and providing feedback to allow deeper exploration of content and 

foster active learning in the classrooms. Meanwhile, the control group 

followed the conventional method of teaching reading without receiving any 

screencasts beforehand. After treatments, the equivalent posttest was 

administered. The statistical analysis revealed that the instruction followed 

in flipped classes with advance organizers screencast texts were the most 

significantly effective followed by summarized screencast texts. However, 

simplified screencast texts were not significantly effective in reading 

comprehension of the EFL learners in flipped classes.  
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Abstract 

It is generally believed that academic writing is a potential means of having 

active participation in academic contexts and interacting with their members. 

Moreover, academic writing in an academic discourse community appears to 

be multidimensional; therefore, it seems necessary to have a close attention 

to academic writing from a sound theoretical perspective. To meet such a 

demand, this study aimed to explore qualities of academic writing from a 

sociocognitive perspective. In terms of sociocognitive dimension of 

academic writing, some requirements such as individuals thinking patterns, 

academic writersô stylistic choices, subjectsô paradigm of thoughts, and 

social norms of the community, etc. are expected to be met and any violation 

of these requirements may lead to breaking a desired and intended academic 

interaction. In this study, first, sociocognitive features of academic writing 

were explored on the basis of the suggestions made in academic writing 

instruction books and manuals for Iranian academic contexts. Then, these 

features were validated in the light of the data collected in the interview with 

experts in academic writing. Finally, social and cognitive processes of 

thought and intension in the 50 samples of academic writing of MA 

graduates in teaching of English as a foreign language were extracted in 

terms of field, mode, and tenor. The results of this study suggested a model 

of dynamic academic writing from multimodal and intertextual perspectives 

and argued for employing these features in the teaching and assessment of 

academic writing. 
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Abstract 

Task-based Language Teaching (TBLT) has gained widespread application 

in L2 classrooms in recent years. It has a well-structured framework 

consisting of pre-task, during task and post-task phases (Ellis, 2006). 

Although the understanding of TBLT framework can help teachers in its 

implementation, teachers' perception of the TBLT in both ESL and EFL 

contexts has rarely been examined. This might be due to lack of a valid and 

reliable questionnaire as a mean of delving into teachersô perception of the 

workings of the approach. As such, to fill the gap and add to the knowledge 

base in the TBLT, the present study was conducted. To this end, and based 

on the views Ellis (2006), Willis (1996) and Skehan (1996), a questionnaire 

consisting of 41 items was developed and distributed among 136 Iranian 

EFL teachers. Construct validity of the questionnaire was checked through 

factor analysis and results indicated that there are thirteen factors playing 

role in the understanding of TBLT framework. Moreover, by removing the 

items which did not load on any factor or loaded on two factors, the number 

of the items of the questionnaire was reduced to 31. The reliability of the 

questionnaire was checked through Cronbach's Alpha (Ŭ) and the results 

indicated that the questionnaire is highly reliable. The emerging 

questionnaire can act as a significant starting point for further studies on 

TBLT framework and its application in EFL contexts. 
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Abstract 

Differential item Functioning, i.e., the detection of test item bias as a 

significant area of psychometric research, is a key in the assessment of the 

validity and fairness of IELTS general reading items which are of 

dichotomous type. The main purpose of the present study is to identify 

IELTS general reading items, which might potentially have differential 

functions regarding the age of the respondents. To this end, three methods of 

analysis including Item Response Theory (IRT), Logistic Regression (LR), 

and Mantel Haenzel (MH) were run on the data obtained from 419 test takers 

over the course of two-year IELTS Mock-tests. The results of the analysis 

with use of IRT indicate that seventeen items were significantly ( P=.000) 

discriminating; also, ten items were the least discriminating at .000 levels, 

with item 34 being significantly non-discriminating at .05 level. Regarding 

the difficult indices of the items, some were significantly difficult (P = .000) 

and some items were significantly easy at .05 levels. Furthermore, LR 

method and MH method identified six items and three items as DIF, 

respectively. The pedagogical implications of the study indicate that the 

biased items on IELTS general reading test should be eliminated and the test 

designers and material developers in the field should design some tests 

which will provide equal opportunities for the test takers to demonstrate their 

abilities and knowledge.    
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Abstract 

The learning of phrasal verbs is a small part of language learning however it 

poses great challenges for learners of language due to its complicated nature 

both at receptive and productive levels (Laufer & Eliasson, 1993; Liao & 

Fukuya, 2004). The present study aimed at exploring the effect of two types 

of group dynamic assessment called concurrent and cumulative group 

dynamic assessment on the learning of phrasal verbs at two levels of 

receptive and productive knowledge of phrasal verbs. The participants of the 

study were 60 female EFL learners at intermediate level of language 

proficiency. The participantsô receptive and productive knowledge of the 

targeted phrasal verbs was measured before and after the treatment through a 

researcher-made test including 80 items taping both receptive and productive 

knowledge of phrasal verbs. In order to analyze the data, paired and 

independent samples t-test were utilized. Results of statistical analyses 

indicated that both concurrent and cumulative group dynamic assessment 

were significantly effective in the achievement of phrasal verbs both at 

receptive and productive level. Moreover, it was found that no significant 

differences existed between these two types of group dynamic assessment in 

terms of their effect on the achievement of phrasal verbs neither at receptive 

nor at productive level. 
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Abstract 

The Most interesting topic for many researchers is peopleôs self. As a human 

being we are aware of having self whose nature is vital for being a human. 

Despite the commonality of self and identity and their ties to language in 

many researches and research papers, they are still insufficient in terms of 

identity perceptionôs influence on various academic subjectsô achievement. 

This study tries to focus upon the nature of imposed identity in case of 

physical and behavioral in EFL teachers. To fulfill purpose of this study, 100 

students in EFL context who were adults in different levels and had ability of 

understanding English well enough to respond to questionnaires, 10 

supervisors who were at least with 5 years of experience, 100 teachers who 

were at least with 7 years of teaching experience. Descriptive statistics were 

used for 3 groups separately; ANOVA was used for differences between 3 

groups. Mean of Total for group of teachers is 2.4, supervisors is 2.3 and for 

students is 2.3, so there are no specific differences among three groups. In 

the end, ANOVA showed that there is no significant difference among the 

groups, F (2,207) = 0.57, p < 0.05. In conclusion, characteristics identified 

by this study students and also supervises represent a large body of skills, 

attitudes, and behavioral characteristics to develop and strengthen and 

address teaching need to go beyond addressing course design and teaching 

methods. Findings have important implications for teachers would enhance 

their understanding of themselves that would help them to develop a more 

empathic stance towards their students and colleagues.  
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Abstract 

Teachers' decision-making to cope with instructional challenges constitutes part 

of their knowledge base or cognition. The paucity of research on novice 

teachers' decision-making prompted the current collective case study. Four 

novice EFL teachers with 1-2 years of teaching experience at language institutes 

wrote weekly reflective journals on the instructional challenges they faced and 

their decisions over a time span of three months. In-depth journal analysis led to 

the identification of common challenges and decisions based on two models 

proposed by Brown (2007) and Westerman (1991). Twenty-six principal 

challenges were thematized under classroom preparation, presentation, 

execution/methods, personal problems, and teacher-student interaction 

categories. The most frequent challenges included teachers' content and 

pedagogical knowledge, class management, learners' fatigue, learners' 

motivation, learners' dissatisfaction, ethics, cultural and emotional problems, and 

learners' sense of responsibility. Twenty-seven themes were extracted as novice 

teachers' decisions during three pre-active (before teaching), inactive (while 

teaching), and post-active (after teaching) stages. Their decision-making at the 

pre-active and post-active stages reflected poor teacher cognition as they 

attended to very limited factors, strategies, and teaching alternatives. At the 

inactive stage, their decisions were mainly focused on giving explanation, being 

strict, changing learnersô grades, using L1, using authentic materials, and 

repeating parts of the lesson. To conclude, novice teachers need richer cognition 

for decision-making, which can be developed in teacher education programs. 
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Abstract 

Supervisor-teacher debriefing sessions are held with the purpose of improving 

teachersô instructional practice. In this regard, the current study aimed to 

investigate the supervisor-teacher negotiated themes during post-observation 

dialogs, matches and mismatches between the themes foregrounded by each, and 

the way the themes are negotiated between the two parties. To collect the data, 

five supervisors from different English language institutes were asked to audio-

record their post-observation dialogs with four teachers. Content analysis was 

done on the transcripts of twenty debriefing sessions according to two standard 

observation checklists (Brown, 2001; Stronge, 2007) to extract the main themes 

addressed during collaborative dialogs between the supervisors. From content 

analysis, ten major themes were extracted: classroom preparation, lesson 

presentation and organization, execution/methods, personal characteristics, 

teacher-student interaction, classroom management, time allocation, 

questioning, reflective practice, and dedication to teaching. As to possible 

matches and mismatches, five out of ten themes were revealed to be negotiated 

only by the supervisors, including lesson presentation and organization, personal 

characteristics, classroom management, questioning, and dedication to teaching. 

Also, comparison between the themes negotiated by the supervisors and the 

criteria provided in the standard checklists showed that student discipline and 

homework were missing in the supervisors' negotiated themes. Besides, 

reflective practice and dedication to teaching were rarely addressed by the 

supervisors despite their importance. This study has implication for effective 

teacher supervision and perceptual mismatches between supervisors and 

teachers about instructional practice. 
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Abstract 
Research on planning time provides little evidence on what test-takers actually 

do while planning their speaking test performance during the pre-task stage. To 

address this gap, this study rxplored test-takersô planning for form and content 

prior to main task performance on the TOEFL Test of Spoken English (TSE). 

Thirty EFL learners were given a narrative task and a topic-oriented task taken 

from TSE. To collect the data, two minutes were given to the participants to plan 

their performance on each task. The participantsô strategic planning was 

recorded while they verbalized their planning during the given time. Besides, the 

participants were allowed to use their L1 and make notes. Subsequently, the data 

were transcribed and analyzed based on Leveltôs (1989) speech production 

model comprising conceptualization, formulation, and articulation. The results 

revealed that, in planning for the narrative task, the test-takersô main focus was 

on articulation which was realized through performing the task itself in their L1. 

Moreover, conceptualization and formulation were equally important to the 

participants while planning for the narrative task since critical ideas, related 

words, and certain grammatical structures were taken into consideration by the 

test-takers. However, in planning for the topic-oriented task, the test-takers 

tended to focus on form or formulation which entailed planning for vocabulary 

and grammar. Also, they considered the task topic and used the rehearsal 

strategy which are respectively known as conceptualization and articulation. 

This study has implications for the development of effective test-taking 

strategies and construct validity of TSE tasks.  
 

Keywords: Narrative Tasks, Planning Time, Pre-Task Planning, Speech 
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Abstract  

As a crucial factor contributing to improvements in overall quality of 

education, educators  need to take into account the voice of students; that is, 

dwelling on their personal experiences, preferences, and social orientations, 

to name but a few, in designing the syllabus so as to significantly inspire 

them as fully active participants in learning. The current study explored the 

extent that the voice of Iranian M.A. TEFL students is manifested in 

developing the syllabus process. Drawing upon data collected by means of 

developed semi-structured interview, a total of 25 M.A. TEFL students from 

eight major state universities in Iran were invited to partake in the study. The 

results suggested that students were treated as subordinate participants who 

were not consulted by teachers in designing the syllabus and only the voice 

of teachers was deciding factors in this regard. Along with locating the lack 

of studentsô voice in syllabus development, this study underscores that the 

Iranian teachers should pay attention to studentsô needs, background 

knowledge while introducing the syllabus. Therefore, implications of the 

current study warn teachers, course designers, materials developers, 

administrators, and policy makers to regard and empower the voice of 

students while designing the syllabus in order to construct a more democratic 

educational system. 

 

Keywords: Student Voice, Critical Pedagogy, Syllabus Development, TEFL 

Students, Masterôs Program 
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Abstract 

The present study is an attempt to shed light on the concept of hybridity as 

one of the subjects assuming a crucial role in texts produced by diasporic 

translators. Diasporic translators (un) consciously may leave behind some 

elements in their texts in which foreignness tinges with them; therefore that 

text may seem unusual to the target readers. This phenomenon is called 

hybridity in translation studies. The main issue addressed in this paper is the 

(non)existing relation between time and the number of hybrid elements 

occurr in translated texts. The result of this diachronic study was achieved 

based on a model developed by Mollanazar and Parham (2009). The corpus 

consists of three English books and two Persian translations for each; the 

translations have at least thirty years of time gap and they are written by 

diasporic translators. For the purpose of the analysis of the data obtained, the 

new translations of the selected books seem more hybrid especially in 

linguistic level. 

 

Keywords: hybridity, linguistic hybridity, cultural hybridity, manifestation 
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Abstract 

This study intended to give an account of suggestion speech act awareness 

among Iranian EFL learners. To fulfil the aim, the study was designed based 

on four-fold purposes: (a) Iranian EFL learnersô application of suggestion 

semantic formulae; (b) their attitude of appropriateness in terms of 

confidence in the employment of appropriate supportive moves; (c) their 

(im) polite mannerism with respect to the strategies selected; (d) the 

relationship between attitude of appropriateness and mannerism of (im) 

politeness. An Oxford Quick placement Test (OQPT) was administered 

among 60 Iranian EFL learners to check their language proficiency level and 

to satisfy the assumption of homogeneity among the learners. These 

participants along with 10 American native speakers then underwent a 

suggestion Discourse Completion Test (DCT). The questionnaire included 

questions addressing interlocutors with higher, lower or equal power status 

and intimate or strange social distance. The DCT also involved attitudinal 

appropriateness scale and (im) politeness mannerism likert scale to examine 

the learnersô degree of confidence and mannerism respectively. Besides 

similarities and differences in the application of suggestion semantic 

formulae between the Iranian learners and American native speakers, the 

results revealed variations in the two groupsô performances for 

appropriateness and (im) politeness manner. The results also indicated a 

positive relationship between the attitude and mannerism scales. 
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Abstract 

Having perused the Franciscan pedagogy (13th cent.) down to the teachings 

of Yolanda Medina (2012), the researcher offers an aesthetic educative 

approach to teaching/learning of the English language in the Iranian 

academic climate. Its interdisciplinary significance lies in the fact that it has 

given English an exclusive franchise in the canopy of education and 

foretokens expediency of inclusion of aesthetics in teacher education 

programs. Awareness of aesthetic elements of art and theoretical 

underpinnings of social justice can engender an alternative conduit of 

education via which the teacher summons studentsô field-independent 

aspirations and skills to be employed in the interest of learning English. 

Designed through Autoethnographic Currere as a subtype of qualitative 

research, this study has garnered grounded data by codifying analyzed texts 

of archives and an open-ended questionnaire/semi-structured interview 

(participated by 20 purposively sampled students and 5 tenured and 

untenured faculty members), and the researcherôs longitudinal personal 

audiovisual/textual teaching diaries. Accordingly, it generated a repertoire of 

aesthetic concepts and praxes to enhance student identity, equality, 

criticality, and creativity in hopes of aestheticizing education from pre-

treatment to post-testing. The implications connote that all methodology is 

indeed mercurial and no curriculum can in effect be a straitjacket; hence, 

personal reflective teaching. The findings would also denote that such 

teaching practicum can be choreographed as concatenated acts that borrow 

views from aesthetics which would make learning and teaching an artistic 

performance that is pridefully co-constructed by class members.  

 

Key Words: Aesthetics, Autoethnography, Reflective Teaching Practice, 
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Abstract 

The present study examined effects of task complexity, recast and task 

complexity plus recast on Iranian EFL learnersô oral fluency. Initially, 

TOEFL was administered to 120 students. 90 participants with scores 

between one standard deviation above and below the mean were selected and 

were divided into three groups. Interviews were conducted to assure the 

homogeneity of the participants regarding oral fluency. The participants in 

the three groups received one of the three types of treatment. In 

Experimental Group 1, students received recasts with a special focus on 

certain lexicon and structures. As for the other two experimental groups, the 

two conditions namely "watch-and-tell" and "watch-then-tell" were used to 

classify complex tasks. The tasks in the second group were simple ones 

involving a watch-and tell condition. Experimental Group 2 received no 

recasts and had to perform a complex task. The participants of this group 

were required to perform with a watch-and-then-tell and contextual support 

conditions. Experimental Group 3 was exposed to both complex tasks and 

recasts which were the same as those used in Group 1 and Group 2. Overall, 

10 sessions were held and in each session a forty-five-minute time limit was 

devoted to the administration of the treatment. After the treatment, the 

participants had an oral interview as the posttest. Results of the statistical 

analyses indicated that both the recast group and task complexity group 

outperformed the recast plus task complexity group on the posttest of oral 

fluency. However, no significant differences were revealed between the 

performance of recast and task complexity groups on the posttest of speaking 

fluency. 
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Abstract 

In the last few decades, there has been a growing interest in employing Data-

Driven Learning (DDL) in EFL classrooms due to the many advantages 

identified in corpus-generated language materials such as authenticity and 

richness of linguistic content, discovery learning and consciousness-

enhancing experience (to name a few). Despite the widespread use of DDL 

in EFL classrooms, the approach is almost new in English classrooms in 

Iran. Therefore, the present study aims to investigate the effectiveness of 

DDL compared to traditional deductive methods (TDM) of teaching 

grammar in two groups of Iranian EFL learners in a private language 

institute. Students of four intact classes were assigned to DDL and TDM 

groups. The participants were all at the intermediate level of proficiency 

based on the results of the institute placement test. However, to ensure the 

homogeneity of the groups, a proficiency test was conducted. Prior to the 

commencement of the treatment, DDL materials (i.e., concordance lines 

including the grammatical features of interest) were compiled from The 

Louvain Corpus of Native English Essays (LOCNESS), Lancaster-

Oslo/Bergen Corpus (LOB) and Brown corpus using AntConc software. The 

results of t test showed differences between the groups. Both teachers and 

students of DDL group were interviewed to obtain studentsô attitudes and 

motivation along with the teachersô perception of DDL and the possible 

challenges and difficulties they may encounter while employing DDL. The 

findings of the study can be significant for English teachers and would 

provide insight for future research. Pedagogical implications for teaching 

grammar are suggested.  
 

Keywords: Data-Driven Language Learning; Teaching Grammar; Corpus-
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Abstract  

A large body of research has focused on rhetorical/generic features of these 

genres, resulting in many implications for how to plan and write them. 

However, the nature of the mentorsô feedback and the studentsô replies to 

these reports constitute a relatively under-researched area (Kumar & Stracke, 

2011; Starfield, et.al, 2015). Mentorsô feedback and studentsô responses are 

occluded genre, that is, in most cases they are not publicly available. More 

specifically, no study has addressed the interpersonal linguistic mediation of 

the mentorsô feedback. Applying a social constructivist perspective 

(Vygotsky, 1962, as cited in Liu & Matthews, 2005) and using Hallidayôs 

(1990, 2004) interpersonal metafunction, this paper presents the findings of a 

small-scale empirical study that aims to gain insights into the social 

constructive interpersonal nature of four mentorsô feedback. Results 

indicated that feedback given to M.A. students differs from that given to 

Ph.D. students in terms of linguistic complexity, politeness, engagement, and 

directness. With regard to social constructivism, the findings revealed that 

although mentorsô tone of address and expectations varied depending on the 

studentsô punctuality in submitting drafts, sex, and immediate relevant 

responses to their feedbacks, a sense of cooperation and self-confidence was 

created. Ph.D. students built up more confidence in putting forth arguments 

in response to feedbacks, while this was not observed in M.A. studentsô 

responses.  
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Abstract 

The final goal of education is to fit the students for their future life. 

Considering this fact, English language classes and textbooks can be used as 

tools for enhancing learners' life skills. At the same time, informative 

textbooks with rich socio-cultural constructs that improve learners' life skills 

are required. Therefore, the current study aimed at examining the ELT 

teachersô attitudes towards life skills latent in Iranian EFL textbooks 

(Prospects) which are newly published for junior secondary program. This 

study employs a mixed-method research approach of data analysis: both 

quantitative and qualitative. To assess the range of the Iranian EFL 

textbooks richness in these aspects, a standard questionnaire was used to 

measure and analyze the aforementioned constructs and life skills. The 

questionnaire was distributed among twenty-one ELT teachers. Interviews 

were also implemented with those teachers on the detailed reasons and 

evidence of their answers. The results originated from data analysis showed 

that Iranian EFL textbooks improve most of the EFL learnersô essential life 

skills and teachers have a positive attitude towards them. They also 

presented some helpful suggestions for improving these textbooks regarding 

life skills. 
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Abstract 

The use mother tongue in language teaching has always been a controversy 

for scholars. Some scholars believe that the use of studentsô mother tongue 

will decrease the stress of the students and result in a good learning; while 

others believe that the use of mother tongue in English learning classrooms 

makes the students less confident. This paper attempts to shed more light on 

this problem. To do so, twenty four participants (twelve boys and twelve 

girls), with an age range of eight to fifteen were divided into two elementary 

classes. In order to measure the effect of mother tongue, these two classes 

were taught through the use of different methods, i.e. interlingual translation, 

involving studentsô mother tongue and intersemiotic translation, avoiding the 

use of studentsô mother tongue. This procedure was done for twenty sessions 

and each session lasted 1.5 hour. To compare the achievement of both 

groups, a validated test of vocabulary was used; and the mean of the 

achieved scores was calculated. The findings indicated that the students 

receiving instructions through interlingual method outperformed those 

receiving intersemiotic translation. In other words, the effect of studentsô 

mother tongue was proved to be positive in this EFL context. 

Keywords: TILT, EFL, Intersemiotic Translation, Interlingual Translation, 
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Abstract 

Reading comprehension as the remarkable skill in learning a new language 

has always been taken into consideration; however, in recent years 

examining comprehension at the sentence level has gained a vast amount of 

attention. Many scholars have come to the conclusion that perception of 

words increases when they are placed in a sentence, and knowledge at the 

sentence level plays an important role in cognition. Moreover, as emotion 

influences our perception, reinforcing emotion in addition to senses and the 

frequency of their use which as a new term is called emotioncy can lead to 

opening the doors of perception in every domain. There is a spectrum of 

emotioncy which ranges from avolvement (null) to exvolvement (auditory, 

visual, & kinesthetic), and involvement (inner & arch) signifying different 

feelings towards language components. A group of male and female English 

language students participated in this study.  They were asked about 12 

concepts in the form of multiple-choice questions with a sentence for each 

choice. At the same time, the emotioncy scale was given to them to mark 

their level of emotioncy towards each concept. The results obtained from the 

analysis conducted by structural equation modeling revealed that there was a 

significant relationship between emotioncy and sentence comprehension. 

This outcome indicates that emotioncy as a psychological factor can be of 

great help to educators and materials developers to provide appropriate 

academic materials and tasks to guide the learners to successfully deal with 

their reading comprehension difficulties.  
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Abstract 

David Mamet is undoubtedly a great American dramatist who is conscious of 

the language of his characters. In Glengarry Glen Ross, the salespersons 

populate the characters and their use of language is prominent. Upon studying 

the conversations through the use of Conversation Analysis, it becomes apparent 

that the characters use a wide range of politeness strategies and discourse 

markers. The writers of the article have used Leechôs Politeness Principle to 

analyse the play. Leechôs Politeness Principles, appear to correspond much to 

the way the charactersô use politeness strategies. The characters seem to be 

mostly situated in two-person power dynamics. The speech style of the 

characters differs and this difference causes difference in the relative power and 

status they have. Within these two-person power dynamics, the characters 

struggle to exercise, gain or keep their power or resist and question it. Much of 

these struggles are traceable through the way they use different speech styles. 

The characters use Politeness Principles such as the Modesty maxim, 

Approbation, Agreement and Sympathy to help ease the conversation and their 

opponent in the power dynamic. Both the dominant and the dominated 

participants struggle in their own way though not equally, to either keep the 

power or gain it through their observance or lack of observance of politeness 

maxims coupled with suitable alterations in their speech styles. The findings of 

the study show the marked use of Politeness Principles in the play in terms of 

power, and the charactersô varying adopted speech styles have been found to be 

significantly related to their attempts to gain and resist power in their dyadic 

conversations. 
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Abstract 

David Mamet is undoubtedly a great American dramatist who is conscious of 

the language of his characters. In Glengarry Glen Ross, the salespersons 

populate the characters and their use of language is prominent. Upon studying 

the conversations through the use of Conversation Analysis, it becomes apparent 

that the characters use a wide range of politeness strategies and discourse 

markers. The writers of the article have used Leechôs Politeness Principle to 

analyse the play. Leechôs Politeness Principles, appear to correspond much to 

the way the charactersô use politeness strategies. The characters seem to be 

mostly situated in two-person power dynamics. The speech style of the 

characters differ and this difference causes difference in the relative power and 

status they have. Within these two-person power dynamics, the characters 

struggle to exercise, gain or keep their power or resist and question it. Much of 

these struggles are traceable through the way they use different speech styles. 

The characters use Politeness Principles such as the Modesty maxim, 

Approbation, Agreement and Sympathy to help ease the conversation and their 

opponent in the power dynamic. Both the dominant and the dominated 

participants struggle in their own way though not equally, to either keep the 

power or gain it through their observance or lack of observance of politeness 

maxims coupled with suitable alterations in their speech styles. The findings of 

the study show the marked use of Politeness Principles in the play in terms of 

power, and the charactersô varying adopted speech styles have been found to be 

significantly related to their attempts to gain and resist power in their dyadic 

conversations. 
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Abstract 

This study aimed at exploring the effect of employing social cognitive 

principles on enhancing English reading proficiency among Iranian EFL 

learners. To this end, 90 male and female intermediate students selected 

through convenient sampling took the reading test of PET, to ensure the 

homogeneity of the participants in terms of reading proficiency. Finally, 60 

students whose scores were between one Standard Deviation above and 

below the mean were chosen, divided and assigned into control and 

experimental groups based on a convenient non-random sampling. While the 

experimental group received reading instruction based on socio-cognitive 

principles proposed by Woolfolk (2010), the control group was exposed to 

the conventional way of teaching L2 reading. Two instruments were 

employed in this study: 1) book 3 from Active series by Neil J. Anderson (as 

reading materials) and the reading sections of two different versions of the 

PET test (as reading comprehension test). Descriptive statistics and four t 

test analyses (two paired-samples t test analyses and two independent-

samples t-test analyses) were run to analyze the data. Findings indicated that 

although both ways of reading instruction have statistically significant 

effects on the participantsô reading proficiency, the participants of the 

experimental group outperformed the participants of the control group. That 

is, the social cognitive-based reading instruction has a statistically higher 

effect on reading performance than does the conventional way of reading 

instruction. 
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Abstract 

Although language assessment literacy (LAL) constitutes a legitimate 

integral facet of language teachersô professional development and stands as a 

rich source of numerous recent papers and conference presentations, 

teachersô LAL is still in its infancy and the absence of any systematic 

approach in this domain widens language assessment theory-practice gaps. 

Drawing upon asynchronous online discussions, semi-structured interviews, 

and task-based scenarios, this qualitative study aimed  to explore how five 

Iranian EFL teachers used the learning platform of óTelegramô as the online 

community of practice to collectively reflect on and interactively negotiate 

the theoretical dimension and practical relevance of fresh research papers 

published in the special issues of óLanguage Testingô Journalô; how they 

perceive the status quo of LAL and the localization potential of language 

assessment theories in Iran, and how they synthesize their own internal 

interpretation of theories and their reproduction in classroom contexts. The 

findings of the study indicated that teachersô lack of LAL was  partly due to 

the centralization of language teaching methodology and marginalization of 

language assessment at both universities and institutes and partly caused by 

lack of ongoing professional training workshops providing teachers with a 

set of theory-driven instructions and practice-oriented hands-on experiences. 

Teachers also highlighted their dual teacher-assessor roles in classroom, 

called for establishing and expanding professional LAL communities, and 

proposed different approaches to development of LAL like attending online 

courses, webinars, and forums, engaging in professional language 

assessment teams, doing classroom-based action research, and keeping 

reflective journals about critical language assessment incidents in  the 

classrooms. 
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Abstract 

This study concentrates on Toni Morrisonôs Beloved and Gloria Naylorôs 

Mama Day from African American cultural context, and the researcher will 

try to interpret the magic in these magical realist texts culturally. The 

researcher uses the term Cultural realism instead of magical realism because 

I think what has been called magical can be interpreted through the authorsô 

African American cultural context as meaning something else. The dominant 

culture has labelled some aspects of African American culture magical and 

supernatural in order to ignore or devalue them. However, I will argue that 

Morrison and Naylor do not create a supernatural or fantastic effect, but 

write from particular cultural perspectives. They challenge dominant 

conceptions of reality without sacrificing the claim to be true to experience. 

They consciously deploy aspects of African American cultural heritage, 

called magical by Western standards, to challenge dominant white culture 

and the tradition of womenôs submissiveness. This study will show how 

these bicultural female writers recognize the need to maintain their African 

culture and ñre-frame the marginsò to resist the interlocking systems of 

domination.  
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Abstract 

One of the concepts that has found a prominent place in the field of 

educational technology and has gained a wide-reaching recognition among 

educators and researchers in the field of English Language Teaching is Web-

based Instruction (WBI). The most well-received and extensively researched 

theoretical framework for characterizing teachers' know-how with regards to 

various dimensions of web-based pedagogy, integration of technology and 

ICT tools in EFL classrooms, and planning of teachers' ICT education is 

Mishra and Koehler's (2006) framework depicting the seven constructs of 

Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACK). Against this 

perspective, this study aims to investigate the perceptions of a group of 

Iranian EFL teachers about the seven constructs of TPACK and to find out 

how their cognitions on this concept affect their perceived self-efficacy in 

implementing the principles of Technological Pedagogical Content 

Knowledge-Web (TPACK-W) and incorporating web technology into their 

pedagogical practices. In order to elicit pertinent data, two questionnaires, 

TPACK survey for meaningful learning validated by Chai, Koh, and Tsai 

(2011) and TPACK-W survey, developed by Lee and Tsai (2008) were 

administered to a group of 215 Iranian EFL teachers. The data analyzed by 

stepwise multiple regression indicated that most teachers surveyed lacked a 

sufficient knowledge about web-related pedagogy. Results further revealed 

that among TPACK constructs, teachers' perception of Pedagogical 

Knowledge (PK) and Technological Content Knowledge (TCK) were the 

best predictors of their TPACK-W efficacy and their attitudes to web-based 

instruction. The implications of the findings for EFL teachers' professional 

development in ICT are discussed.  
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Abstract  

The present paper is theoretically based on the approach of ñcritical 

discourse studiesò in light of the critical ñcontextò studies (Van Dijk, 2009). 

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) studies aimed at exploring ideologies 

underlying discourse and revealing of power relations and control underlying 

discourse practices. This study aimed at investigating the dissertation and 

publication ads of Iranian research institutes appearing on Enghelab Street of 

Tehran to explore ideologies underlying them and to inspect how the ads 

exercise and simultaneously, reproduce the ideological suppositions 

considering dissertation and publication services in Iran based on CDA 

studies and critical context studies (Van Dijk, 2009). The exploration can be 

regarded as evaluating ideological suppositions of commercialized research 

institute advertisements. This study can be classified as qualitative as it 

employed thematic coding that led to core thematic patterns. Discourse 

practices play integral roles in forming the socio-cultural norms and, so 

influence how they are concretized in society. Advertisements can be 

considered as major examples of such discourses in which perceptions of 

social practices are formed. A contextual exploration of ideological 

assumptions behind the discourse of these ads divulges that they tend to 

reproduce manipulated commercialist views of research activities especially 

in the field of dissertations and publications. Through a critical view, this 

underlying ideological representation is discussed.  
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Abstract 
With the various news events happening every day, there are different news 

sources around the world trying to feed people's minds with particular 

ideologies based on their own interests and policies. Thus, news writers try 

to make the best use of language as a tool to shape or change specific 

ideologies in the mind of their audience by manipulation of specific 

linguistic features. The developing field of critical discourse analysis (CDA) 

increases our awareness in order to unfold the concealed layers of news 

discourse structures. The present study used van Dijkôs (1998) model of 

CDA to examine a number of 55 news stories promulgated on the issue of 

the 2014 Crimean crisis by six western media outlets. The examination 

included both micro and macro analysis of the news stories. The micro 

analysis itself went through two levels of headlines and full-text stories with 

regard to two strategies of lexicalization and nominalization and two 

structural analyses of passivization and overcompleteness, as well as a macro 

level analysis of voice distributions. The results indicated that by making use 

of specific linguistic structures and strategies, Russian government's actions 

during the Crimean crisis were depicted in a negative sense. It is also 

important to note that, there was an emphasis on the ógood deedsô of the 

American and their allies and at the same time the óbad deedsô of the Russian 

which is a powerful testimony of van Dijk's ideological square. 

Commentaries and opinions of westerners on the crisis have also received 

more opportunities of presentation over the limited voice allocated to their 

Russian counterparts. This consequently resulted in a minor political 

standpoint for Russia. 

 

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), Critical Thinking, CLA, 

Media, Media Discourse, Ideology, News Reports, Crimean Crisis 

  



 

 

15
th

 International TELLSI 

Conference  
21-23 November, 2017 

Islamic Azad University, Roudehen Branch, 

Tehran, Iran 
 

 

 
60 

Vocabulary knowledge and metacognitive awareness in L2 learnersô 

reading comprehension ability 

 
Somayeh Bakhtiari 

Islamic Azad University, Parand Branch 

Email: somayeh.bakhtiari7@gmail.com 

Reza Zabihi 

University of Neyshabur, Iran 

Email: zabihi@neyshabur.ac.ir 

 

 

Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to explore the role of depth and breadth of 

vocabulary knowledge and metacognitive awareness of reading strategies in 

L2 learners' reading comprehension ability. A convenient sample of 92 

Iranian students of English Language Translation constituted the participants 

of this study. Four data collection instruments were used: (a) Word-

Associate Test (WAT) developed by Read (1993) was employed to assess 

the participantsô depth of vocabulary knowledge, (b) second version of the 

vocabulary levels test (VLT) revised by Schmitt et al. (2001) was used to 

determine the participantsô breadth of vocabulary knowledge, (c) 

Metacognitive Awareness of Reading Strategies Inventory (MARSI) 

developed by Mokhtari and Reichard (2002) was used to measure the 

participantsô metacognitive awareness of reading strategies, and (d) the 

reading comprehension test administered at the end of the semester was 

employed to assess the studentsô reading comprehension ability. Correlation 

and multiple regression analyses were run to determine the relationship 

between the independent variables (i.e., depth and breadth of vocabulary 

knowledge and metacognition) and the dependent variable (i.e., reading 

comprehension ability). Results of the correlation analysis revealed 

significant positive correlation between each of the independent variables 

and the dependent variable. Further analysis of the data indicated that depth 

and breadth of vocabulary knowledge were better predictors of the 

participants' reading comprehension ability. 
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Abstract 

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the relationship between 

language learning strategy use, learning styles, gender, and L2 achievement 

of Iranian ESP learners. To this end, 120 Iranian ESP learners majoring in 

various fields of Humanities including Political Sciences, Psychology, 

Economics, and Law were selected based on convenience sampling. They 

took part in the study by completing Oxfordôs (1990) Strategy Inventory for 

Language Learning (SILL), and the Perceptual Learning Style Preference 

Questionnaire (PLSPQ) developed by Reid (1987). The participants' average 

scores in the English courses they had already taken at university were 

calculated and regarded as a measure of their L2 achievement. The reliability 

and validity of the questionnaires had already been established in EFL 

contexts including Iran. The results obtained from three separate Pearson 

Product Moment Correlations indicated that there was a significant positive 

correlation between a) language learning strategy use and L2 achievement, 

b) learning styles and L2 achievement, c) learning styles and strategy use of 

Iranian EFL learners. The results of multiple regression analyses 

demonstrated that both learning styles and learning strategy use were 

significant predictors of the participantsô L2 achievement; however, learning 

styles was found to be a stronger predictor. Moreover, the findings of 

multiple regression analyses indicated that among the components of 

learning styles and strategy use, visual learning style and cognitive strategy 

use were stronger predictors of L2 achievement respectively. Also, the 

results of two separate Independent Samples t-tests revealed that males were 

significantly higher strategy and style users than their female counterparts. 
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Abstract 

Undoubtedly, English is considered as a lingua franca within the global and 

international contexts and English for special purpose (ESP) has occupied a 

unique status and has introduced itself to be on the focus of research and 

curriculum for different fields. Meanwhile, affective factors, especially 

attitudes, are among the most important factors playing critical roles in SLA 

because learners would succeed with positive attitude. As such, integrating 

the learner into language learning (as one of the theoretical principles of ESP 

courses) may lead to higher success in learning. Presently, almost all 

undergraduates in the Iranian higher educational system must pass an 

obligatory course in ESP. Accordingly, this article attempted to examine the 

attitudes of Iranian M.A. students majoring in Persian Language and 

Literature toward ESP courses taught in Islamic Azad University (South 

Tehran Branch). The results indicated that students had some positive 

attitude towards ESP course when encountered and passed the desired ESP 

course. In addition, the findings indicated that the students had some positive 

orientations toward the English language in general. However, a lot more is 

needed to do in the classroom and in process of policy making to help 

students get rid of the imposing affective filter embedded within the majority 

of ESP textbooks taught in Iranian universities.  
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Abstract 

Knowing what the language school expects us to do, appreciating the 

significance of analyzing the features of the job we take on, and 

understanding the potential capabilities and required competencies might set 

up a clear definition of our mission as language teachers. Job descriptions 

(JDs) are usually written and job analyses are basically conducted to assess 

the tasks and sequences of tasks necessary to perform the job, the areas of 

knowledge, and tools and credentials that are required for the amazingly 

interesting job of language teaching. For that reason, thirty-four male and 

female EFL teachers from Saadatabad Tehran Institute of Technology 

participated in this research. The participants were surveyed with semi-

structured, recorded interviews and a comprehensive JD questionnaire (45 

items). The results revealed a statistically significant difference between the 

participantsô understanding of the meaning of JDs and the type and 

description of teacherôs tasks in the classroom. The empty place of ideas 

such as technology skills needed by the teacher, institution development 

tools and techniques, detailed description of activities, and work context 

(like freedom to make decisions, structured and un-structured work, contact 

with others, etc.) was strongly felt and expressed in this study. It seems that 

the EFL teacher education paradigm has failed to present itself as 

proliferation of the old issue of WORK that is currently expected or the job 

goals that should be achieved in the classroom. According to the 

participants, EFL industry in Iran continues to socially change and become 

more diverse and it is more appropriate to stress on the positive value of 

designing and analyzing EFL teacher job descriptions and standards of 

practice for a better performance in staffing, training teachers, human 

resource development and maintenance of teacher education policies through 

a professionally responsive and skillfully accountable teacher education 

program. 
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Abstract 

Writing is among the several skills which the students need to be good at and 

the difficulties which students face with in this area are the ones which make 

students dislike English or loose their motivation and enthusiasm toward 

learning English. There are many studies investigated different strategies 

improving the students writing ability and their reflection toward English 

writing and also decreasing their anxiety. Dialogue Journal Writing (DJW) is 

a good suggestion for getting this aim. The main goal of this study was to 

find out if DJW works. In this study, the pre-intermediate students of a 

private institute in Yazd were asked to write dialogue journal in one 

semester. They were asked to write about whatever was in their mind, and 

then the dialogues were corrected grammatically and semantically by 

teacher. The teacher wrote some comments at the end of the dialogue to 

make the students continue their written thoughts. A questionnaire including 

three parts was given to the students before the treatment. The parts 

investigate students' reflection on English writing, English writing anxiety 

and intrinsic writing motivation. Another questionnaire was given to the 

students after the treatment comprising so called three parts plus 2 other 

parts investigating their responses to the DJW project and their feeling 

through the exchange of dialogue journals.  The obtained result showed that 

DJW has a great impact on improving the students' reflection on English 

writing and intrinsic writing motivation. The writing anxiety was decreased 

significantly. The majority of students have positive attitude toward DJW. 
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Abstract 

Reading is of an overarching significance to learning English. Additionally, 

gaining familiarity with the most effective types of reading strategies will 

undoubtedly heighten the likelihood of promotion in performance. One of 

the useful reading strategies whose mastering is highly expected to advance 

reading performance is paraphrasing. This research explored the effect of 

two types of paraphrasing (i.e. synchronous vs. asynchronous paraphrasing) 

on Iranian EFL learners' reading strategy. To this end, 60 out of 80 (both 

female and male) intermediate level Iranian EFL learners in disproportionate 

numbers were selected based on a standardized test for the purpose of 

homogeneity. The participants were randomly assigned to three groups; one 

comparison group (conventional group) and two experimental groups 

(CALL-based synchronous and asynchronous groups) and the Survey of 

Reading Strategy (SORS) developed by Mokhtari and Sheorey (2002) was 

administered as the pre/post-tests to the participants. The One-way ANOVA 

results exhibited no statistically significant difference between synchronous 

experimental group and control group, therefore asynchronous group 

outperformed the control and synchronous groups as far as reading strategy 

is concerned. This finding may suggest that Iranian EFL learners are more 

cautious when it comes to becoming under full control of the teacher, 

whereas they expressed their ideas, searched more and cooperated better in 

the asynchronous group. Since asynchronous learning environment 

statistically proved to be more effective on studentsô reading strategy, this 

study can provide insights for the second language (L2) teachers and 

learners, test designers and material developers by triggering potential 

sources of CALL. 
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Abstract 

Reading is of an overarching significance to learning English. Gaining self-

efficacy in reading as one of the milestone skills has always been a prime focus 

in relation to getting reading adeptness promoted and having learners perform 

meritoriously. Additionally, gaining familiarity with the most effective types of 

reading strategies will undoubtedly heighten the likelihood of promotion in 

performance. One of the useful reading strategies whose mastering is highly 

expected to advance reading performance is paraphrasing. This research 

explored the effect of two types of paraphrasing (i.e. synchronous vs. 

asynchronous paraphrasing) on Iranian EFL learners' reading self-efficacy. To 

this end, 60 out of 80 (both female and male) intermediate level Iranian EFL 

learners in disproportionate numbers were selected based on a standardized test 

for the purpose of homogeneity. The participants were randomly assigned to 

three groups; one comparison group (conventional group) and two experimental 

groups (CALL-based synchronous and asynchronous groups) and the reading 

self-efficacy questionnaire (RSEQ) developed by Ghezlou and Biria (2013).was 

administered as the pre/post-tests to the participants. The One-way ANOVA 

results exhibited no statistically significant difference between synchronous 

experimental group and control group, therefore asynchronous group 

outperformed the control and synchronous groups as far as reading self-efficacy 

is concerned. This finding may suggest that Iranian EFL learners are more 

cautious when it comes to becoming under full control of the teacher, whereas 

they expressed their ideas, searched more and cooperated better in the 

asynchronous group. Since asynchronous learning environment has been 

statistically proved to be more effective on studentsô reading self-efficacy. This 

study can provide insights for the second language (L2) teachers and learners, 

test designers and material developers by triggering potential sources of CALL. 
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Abstract 
The current study aimed to investigate the impact of collaborative 

presentation and graphic organizers on the development of learners' oral 

skills.  The participants were 30 undergraduate students majoring in English 

Language and Literature at a State university who had enrolled in the course 

entitled ' Oral Reproduction of Short Stories' of the academic year 2016-

2017. Students were divided into ten groups of three. The researcher made 

the graphic organizers in the form of graphic slides related to each story and 

sent them to the studentsô e-mail, one week before their performances in the 

class. Throughout one semester each group had to present the story 

collaboratively in front of their classmates and the researcher would display 

the visual organizers as they reproduced the story by looking at the graphic 

slides. For the purpose of data collection, students' three oral presentations 

were assessed individually by means of an objective rating scale. The 

findings indicated that learners made significant improvement across three 

different oral performances. Furthermore, a questionnaire was distributed to 

the students at the end of the semester. An overwhelming number of students 

reported that engaging in collaborative presentations enhances social skills, 

fosters positive attitudes towards learning, promotes learning of low-ability 

students, and improves not only speaking ability but also listening ability. 

Correspondingly, a good majority of the students benefitted from looking at 

the graphic organizers which led them to recall the events and reproduce the 

story in their own words effectively and efficiently.  
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Abstract 

This paper investigates how students attending English for Specific 

Academic Purposes (ESAP) courses would assess the four constructs of 

ability, motivation, work environment, and trainee characteristics that might 

inhibit or facilitate the learning transfer in discipline-specific academic 

writing programs. Following the current learner-centered approaches to 

learning transfer, a comprehensive account of disciplinary specifications was 

observed through a practice of collaborative planning. Applying 

nonrandomized, purposive sampling techniques, 59 post-graduate students 

majoring in four different medical sciences were selected to participate in the 

present research. As a diagnostic tool to identify the barriers and the 

catalysts to the act of learning transfer, the Learning Transfer System 

Inventory (LTSI) was administered. The analysis of the data revealed that 

transfer of writing outcomes will be enhanced if more consideration of work-

related factors is addressed in the higher education. The four groups of 

participants reported personal capacity, resistance to change, and supervisor 

sanction as the major impediments induced by the work-related construct. 

Learnersô positive assessments of all motivational factors and three ability 

factors suggested that a promising foundation for future educational planning 

exists if more institutional grounding is prearranged. 
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Abstract 

Since writing ability is one of the main productive skills and learners are 

judged based on its components, investigating the perceptual mismatches 

between peers and teachers in writing assessment is of high importance. 

Therefore, the present study evaluates the extent to which peersô rating 

criteria matches with teachersô criteria in rating independent and integrated 

writing tasks. To this purpose, three English teachers along with 60 EFL 

learners majoring in English literature and translation were selected 

conveniently as the participants.  All students sat for two writing tasks, one 

independent and one integrated, and their performance was rated by three 

peers and three English teachers. The evaluation was done based on a 16-

item checklist examining the communicative ability, structure and text 

quality of writing samples. It was found that there are significant differences 

between peersô assessment of text structure and that of teachers. Also, the 

results revealed that there was no significant difference between peersô and 

teachersô evaluation of communicative ability. Moreover, interestingly it was 

found that in some items of text quality peers apply significantly different 

criteria in comparison with teachers, but overall they are the same in their 

assessment. 
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Abstract  
Literatureôs sacred mission is to help people see the invisible faces and hear 

the muted voices. Autobiographical writing is a literary from which help 

people talk about themselves. Consequently, women autobiographies could 

provide them with a situation to talk about their fortunate and unfortunate 

experiences. It is through autobiographical writing that Third World women 

were able to regain their lost voices. Buchi Emecheta, the Nigerian-British 

writer, has written an autobiography, Head Above Water, and two 

autobiographical novels, In the Ditch and Second-class Citizen. Belonging to 

a previously colonized country and experiencing colonialism creates another 

dimension for her writings and let the world know her as a post-colonial 

woman writer too. This paper intends to review Emechetaôs mentioned 

novels and autobiography in the light of Gayatri Spivakôs theories of 

Subalternity, where she calls the women of the colonized countries to be 

double-colonized, and her theories of representation. Meanwhile focusing on 

her biography and the biographical nature of the novels the researcher will 

arrive at the way autobiographical writing help gendered subaltern occupy a 

subject position. Being both the writer and the character of her novels, 

Emecheta deconstructs the dominant binary oppositions such as 

presence/absence, speech/writing and self/other and is able to provide the 

subaltern with a voice to speak. 
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Abstract  

Persian literature, especially poetry is well received in the English speaking 

world due to translations of Persian poems. Rumiôs MasnaviMaônavi is a 

best read translated book in English language and in this study its two 

famous translations by Edward H. Whinfield and Reynold A. Nicholson are 

analyzed in the light of Niranjana (1992), Spivak (2000), and Edward Said 

(1993) approaches to postcolonial translation. In postcolonial view 

translators undermine the literary products of oriental countries through 

standardizing the English language, marginalizing their cultural significance, 

and replacing the source of allusions. Accordingly the ways in which Persian 

culture and identity are reflected in the English translations, and postcolonial 

views to Persian social, cultural and religious effects are analyzed. The study 

is a descriptive and comparative study of 10 randomly selected verses from 

MasnaviMaônavi Book (1) and their translations. Result of the analysis 

indicated that 65% percent of Persian allusions and sources as well as traces 

of Persian identity are transferred in Whinfieldôs translation, while 35% of 

the translations represent the influence of postcolonial translation strategies. 

In Nicolsonôs translation 50% of the same Persian elements are not 

transferred and at the same time 50% is affected by postcolonial translation 

strategies. The study implies that Nicholsonôs translation is affected by 

postcolonial strategies more than that of Whinfield. 
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Abstract 

Intercultural awareness has now become a vital part of foreign language 

teaching and learning; however, the voice of EFL teachers and learners 

towards the significance of intercultural awareness in foreign language 

teaching and learning in the Iranian high school context has remained weak. 

The aim of this study was to investigate EFL teachersô and learnersô 

perceptions towards the significance of intercultural awareness in foreign 

language teaching and learning in the Iranian high school context. The study 

employed both quantitative and qualitative research approaches for data 

collection and analysis. It included two phases: questionnaire survey and 

subsequent interviews. The results of the study indicated strong key role that 

intercultural awareness plays in foreign language teaching and learning. The 

findings suggested that language learners should cultivate intercultural 

awareness in the process of their language learning as it is considered the 

major goal of foreign language learning. Based on the findings, pedagogical 

implications and directions for further research were also addressed. On 

account of investigating teachersô and learnersô understanding of cultural 

components, the implication of the study will let Iranian EFL curriculum 

developers make much more practical decisions in the future. 
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Abstract 

Hybridity is one of the most consistently emerging themes and recurrent key 

concepts in post-colonial literature. Most post-colonial writing is concerned 

with the grave identity crisis both the colonizer and the colonized are hit by 

at the moment of the clash of the cultures. The transaction that takes place 

does not seem to be a one-way process resulting in the oppression and 

obliteration of the colonized, but a reciprocal one that develops a hybridized 

culture with anti-monolithic models of change and progress. This process of 

cross- fertilization, however, requires a great degree of capacity for 

deconstruction and reconstruction of identities on the part of the colonizer, 

the colonized and especially the miscegenated figures. The present paper 

aims at studying the way such issues as ñhybridityò and ñrefashioning of 

identityò are dealt with in Doris Lessingôs Victoria and the Staveneys. 

Lessing explores the conditions of the life of a young black woman who, 

giving birth to a child of mixed race, has to tolerate and to struggle both with 

social prejudices and the feeling of estrangement as her daughter gets drawn 

into a world of white privilege. The miscegenated figure (the seemingly 

black girl living with her black mother), however, gradually comes to realize 

that she ñhas to faceò the inevitable ñbinding of the two worlds,ò and to 

come to know his white father. Lessingôs fiction seems to question 

ubiquitously such problematic issues as pure identity, myth of authenticity 

and cultural distinctiveness, and to celebrate the dialogism of the hybridized 

cultures. 

Keywords: Hybridity, Multiculturalism, Appropriation, Incorporation, Doris 
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Abstract 

Different studies have been conducted about the effects of individual 

differences in working memory capacity (WMC) on oral performances in 

terms of complexity, accuracy and fluency (CAF). However, little is known 

about the role of WMC in writing performance, especially in the EFL 

context. The present study is thus an attempt to investigate how L2 learners' 

working memory capacity is related to their writing performance and its 

interaction with pre-planning tasks. To this aim, a reading span test and a 

picture task were used to measure WMC of a group of 40 advanced learners 

of English and their written production respectively. The learners' writings 

were examined by two raters to ensure inter-rater reliability and given three 

scores for fluency, accuracy, and complexity in their writings, as well as a 

score for working memory capacity. Multiple ANOVAs have been used to 

analyze the collected data. The statistical analyses revealed that (1) Planning 

leads to gains in complexity, fluency, and accuracy of L2 writing 

performances, (2) There are significant correlation between WM capacity 

and L2 writing performance of the experimental group (pre-planning 

conditions) and control group (no planning condition), (3) No significant 

differences were found between two groups in planning and no planning 

conditions when the participants were split into high and low span regarding 

their WMC. The results of the present study might offer psychological and 

pedagogical implications on strategies to improve learners' working memory, 

fluency, and accuracy. 
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Abstract 

Experimental pragmatics research on (im) politeness generally involves 

ñoff-lineò methodologies, meaning that data reflect ratings or 

understanding of given texts or interactions after they have been 

processed. ñOn-lineò methods allow for moment-by-moment data 

collection as input is processed. While some recent studies have 

investigated second language learners' processing, comparatively little is 

known about mechanisms that underlie learners' real-time politeness 

processing. This study investigates the degree to which pragmatic 

information influences readers' processing of English taboo words in 

more or less appropriate situations, using an off-line questionnaire and an 

on-line self-paced reading task. To this end, 50 participants studying 

TEFL at Yazd University took part in this study. The timing of these 

influences in the ongoing language processing can be captured using E-

prime. The results showed that advanced learners of English and 

intermediate learners were affected differently by pragmatic information 

in the on-line task. The learners' reading times of the texts containing 

taboo words were influenced significantly by the pragmatic information. 

Our on-line data suggest that part of impoliteness judgments may be 

formed before they reach the threshold of conscious understanding. Also, 

our results indicate that Persian-speaking learners are sensitive to 

pragmatic information during real-time politeness processing. The 

present study provides interesting insights into the mechanism that 

underlie L2 politeness processing and L2 learners' processing 

mechanisms.  
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Abstract 

This study aims at investigating the efficacy of literary task-based techniques 

on the pedagogical application of emotional intelligence (EI) activities 

integrated by Dynamic Assessment (DA, henceforth) to incidental 

vocabulary learning. In so doing, 30 Iranian EFL learners whose 

homogeneity was determined, were randomly assigned to two groups: an 

experimental group (n=15) taught a set of new words through completing 

literary tasks with support from a mediator (EDA) and DA group (n=15) 

instructed according to DA procedures but not in an emotionally laden 

context. The micro-genetic analysis of DA interactions led to the detection 

of some mediational literary task-based strategies ranging in their degree of 

effectiveness. Results reveal that EDA was more effective than DA. Finally, 

some implications for future research on DA and EI in L2 development are 

put forth ad areas for further research are sketched out.  
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Abstract 

Translation is ña craft that attempts to replace a written message and/or 

statement in one language by the same message or statement in another language 

(Baker, 2011). Based on this definition, this study tried to investigate 

the different equivalence strategies in the translation of ñLittle Princeò from 
English into Persian and show if the bilingual and trilingual translators 

investigated in this study differ in choosing these strategies. Therefore, the 

researcher selected translations done by Ghazi (a trilingual translator) and 

Shamlou (a bilingual translator), as two popular translators of this story book. 

The materials of this research were sentences and words from the English text of 

the book which were compared at word level. Sentences and words of English 

text were compared and contrasted against its two translations and also the 

strategies suggested by Baker were identified and extracted. After analyzing the 

data, A chi-square test indicated that there was no statistically significant 

difference between strategies employed for English into Persian translation of 

The Little Prince by a bilingual and a trilingual translators as the p value is 

higher than 0.05 except for using the strategy of cultural substitution, 

illustration, and word by word which the two translators had a statistically 

significant difference. Moreover, the results showed that Ghazi used formal 

language for transferring the meaning but Shamlou used informal and spoken 

language. The study revealed that Shamlou was concerned about making a good 

contact with the readers having the same first language through narrating the 

story and he translated based on target language and to target audience, but 

Ghazi was concerned about loyalty to the source language and the source text 

influence by his first language too, and did not use cultural strategies like that of 

Shamlouôs which may be related to being either trilingual or bilingual or paying 

attention to the readers having the same first language, too. 
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Abstract 

Since language symbolically manifests a microcosm of culture and social values, 

learning a language requires the development of awareness of the culture, the nature 

of language and its impact on the people who speak the language and live by that 

culture. Such awareness allows us to make references to what we know from our 

own culture, thereby enriching our language and cultural experiences. Therefore, the 

debate over the inclusion of culture and its elimination in the foreign language 

education has become more significant than ever. However, there have been few 

attempts to investigate the cultural elements of English teaching textbooks based on 

a valid framework. Consequently, the purpose of this exploratory study was to 

describe how culture has been addressed in the second edition of six textbooks of 

American English File  Series (Latham-Koenig, Oxenden, & Boyle, 2013), taught in 

the private institutes in Iran. To this end, a model of cultural patterns, developed by 

Zarei and Khalessi (2011), was utilized to analyze the content of the series. The 

model has four constituents of value, norm, institution, and artifact. Overall, the 

results indicated that textbooks are artifacts which are strongly grounded in cultural 

assumptions and biases.  Moreover, the results revealed that these instructional 

materials are filled with cultural values unique to the Western world, the most 

prevalent of which include girlfriend-boyfriend relationship, consumerism, lack of 

studying, Western music, artifacts, lack of trust between the couples, rate of divorce 

and break-up, and inculcation of Western culture. It is concluded that textbooks are 

carriers of cultural values that not only transfer knowledge but also inculcate the 

cultural values of the native speakers of that language. Therefore, the role of the 

English teachers in prompting intercultural competence is to preserve the Iranian 

cultural heritage and values and make a balance between the integration of culture 

and language.  
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Abstract 
Successful lectures have good psychological adjustment, interpersonal 

relationships, and performance on achievement-related tasks. It is acknowledged 

that self-regulation (SR) and spiritual intelligence (SI) are both crucial for 

success in many life domains. More specifically, university lecturers can 

influence the complex process of learning in education and understanding the 

factors influencing their pedagogical success can lead to more effective 

teaching. This study investigated the role of spiritual intelligence (SI) and self-

regulation (SR) in pedagogical success of 20 Iranian EFL university lecturers in 

Yazd, Iran. For this purpose, a sequential mixed-method was designed. 

Quantitative data were first gathered through Spiritual Intelligence questionnaire 

(SIQ), and self-regulation questionnaire (SRQ). To enrich the data, qualitative 

data were also gathered through classroom observations. The findings from 

Pearson product correlation coefficients revealed that there was a positive and 

meaningful relationship between the lecturersô SI and SR with their success. The 

observation checklists revealed a high contribution of some components of SI (e. 

g. transcendent self-realization, spiritual experiences, and patience) to the 

teachersô pedagogical success. The more spiritually intelligent lecturers being 

more responsible, courageous, creative, confident, and conscious, had a better 

interpersonal relationship and were less anxious about pursuing their educational 

goals. Besides, the successful lecturers proved to have a better ability to 

develop, implement, and flexibly maintain planned behavior in order to achieve 

their goals. Such findings imply that high levels of SI and SR can help L2 

lecturers promote their success and, in turn, improve their learnersô L2 

achievement in the classroom. 
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Abstract 

Language interpreter trainers in Iran would undoubtedly acknowledge the 

prominent role of vocabulary expansion for their trainees. This paper 

investigates the usefulness of Web portals in a workbench for assisting 

student interpreters in their search for and documentation of vocabulary. The 

experiment involved a class of twenty English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

student interpreters at B.A. level at Javad-ul-Aemmeh University of Applied 

Sciences and Technology in Yazd, who were required to equip themselves 

with the appropriate English vocabulary to handle an interpreting task they 

had been assigned in the same discipline for vocabulary building in two 

stages ï one stage without and the other stage with the use of the workbench. 

They were not allowed to repeat vocabulary items in the two stages. 

Documenting their experience in vocabulary preparation in the first stage, 

they provided think-aloud protocols for the second stage and completed a 

questionnaire and submitted two portfolios. The vocabulary portfolios 

compiled during the two stages were then compared. The results indicate the 

subjects were more efficient in performing the task of building vocabulary 

with the use of the workbench and searching for the required vocabulary, 

and built a vocabulary portfolio that was larger in size and richer in variety. 

The findings provide important information to support the use of the 

workbench as a tool for training Iranian EFL student interpreters in 

vocabulary building, and also show that guided Web portals are essential for 

users who need to perform Web-based language learning activities to 

achieve efficient search results. 
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Abstract 

The unnamed protagonist of Fariba Vafiôs novel My Bird is portrayed as a 

woman who struggles to find fulfillment with her role as wife and mother. 

While Vafi has been under constant criticism for depicting Iranian women as 

submissive and inept, further analysis indicates that by representing the 

restrictions of societal definition of maternity, she is merely discrediting the 

status quo. According to Julia Kristeva (1986), women exist in the patriarchy 

solely as (m) others whose desire must be repressed to sustain their 

exclusion from the discourse of power. The current study intends to examine 

the protagonistôs reconfiguration of her identity in the light of Kristevaôs 

views on modern mothersô battle with hegemonic motherhood which coerces 

them to renounce their desire. The findings suggest that while the 

protagonist is illustrated as an incompetent woman who employs passive-

aggressiveness to display her discontent, she ultimately demonstrates her 

resilience by breaking away from the roles patriarchal society imposes on 

her. The study comes to the conclusion that, in accordance with Kristevaôs 

theories, only by allowing the repressed desire to be manifested, can a 

mother revitalize her psyche and experience jouissance. 
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Abstract 

The rapid advances in technology and the internet have provided us with 

increasing choices of the tools which can support language learning. A 

computer-mediated tool that is used by the teachers the most to improve 

learning is a wiki. The main objective of the present study was to examine 

learnersô perceptions of using the wikis in ESP classrooms and the impact of 

such software on their sense of autonomy. This was a mixed methods 

research with a sequential explanatory design, involving 25 students in the 

experimental group and 21 students in the control group. To gather the data, 

the researchers developed a questionnaire on the studentsô perceptions of the 

wikis and another questionnaire on their sense of autonomy. Moreover, a 

semi-structured interview was conducted with 8 volunteer participants. To 

analyze the data, an Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) test was run and the 

results revealed that the use of wikis did not change the ESP learnersô sense 

of autonomy; however, their perceptions of using the wikis had changed 

significantly. Afterward, the learnersô responses to a semi-structured 

interview were analyzed using frequency count and descriptive statistics. 

The results of the study proved that the students had positive perceptions of 

using the wikis in ESP classrooms. The results also revealed that the wikis 

were no longer considered as an extra or supplementary tool in the ESP 

classroom, but an effective pedagogical tool that provided the learners with 

the instructorôs and peersô feedback and assisted them to learn more in a 

collaborative learning environment. 
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Abstract 

Dynamic Assessment (DA) with all its restrictions is considered as a partial 

solution to the practical problems of conventional static tests. The current 

study sought to examine the effect of dynamic assessment on grammar 

achievement of Iranian EFL learners at two proficiency levels of pre-

intermediate and high intermediate. To this end, 58 Iranian EFL learners 

(only males) at Iran Language Institute were selected and participated in this 

study. In particular, four intact groups were selected two proficiency levels 

of pre-intermediate (n=31 students) and high intermediate (n=27 students). 

In this pretest-mediation posttest design study, the data were collected 

through pretests and posttests of a grammar achievement test and an 

interview protocol. Treatment was conducted to the participants in the 

experimental group in the form of DA through mediation approach to 

instruction and assessment for eight sessions. To analyze the data, a one-way 

Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) was run and the findings of the study 

revealed that, there was a significant effect of DA on the learnersô grammar 

achievement of both groups; however, the effect of DA on grammar 

achievement was different and significant for pre-intermediate learners than 

it was for high intermediate learners. The majority of the interviewees also 

held positive views toward DA techniques as they found the mediations a lot 

fruitful in strengthening their language skills mainly grammar and claimed to 

be more motivated, successful, and attentive using DA. Overall, it can be 

concluded that DA could have a potentially positive influence when 

grammar is taken into account. 
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Abstract 

In the multilingual multicultural world, the importance of intercultural 

awareness is increasingly recognized among educators. Yet, teachersô views 

and specifically novice and experienced teachers attitudes toward 

intercultural awareness (ICA) is an under-studied area despite its important 

implications for teacher education programs. This study aims to fill this gap 

by exploring novice and experienced EFL teachersô views on culture and 

intercultural awareness (ICC). In addition, the study compares novice and 

experienced teachers' views to research findings to see which group's 

viewpoints are more in line with the most recent perspectives on culture. To 

this end, 10 experienced and 10 novice English teachers were recruited 

based on convenience sampling. To elicit their views, semi-structured 

interviews were conducted with the teachers. Interview questions were 

developed based on Sercuôs (2005) intercultural awareness questionnaire. To 

detect any significant differences between novice and experienced teachersô 

classroom practices, a session of each teacherôs classes on teaching culture 

were observed. Based on the findings, the novice teachers tended to have 

more stereotypical understanding of culture whereas the experienced 

teachers were more interculturally aware and had a critical view toward the 

notion of culture. Results of the follow-up interview revealed that novice 

teachers placed more value on either their own values or the L2 culture while 

experienced teachers were more cautious about learnersô cultural 

background and emotions and displayed higher levels of intercultural 

awareness. The implications for teacher education programs are further 

discussed in the article. 
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Abstract 

The present study sought to probe the relationship between EFL Iranian 

teachersô reflective teaching and teacher autonomy. To this end, the study 

adopted a descriptive correlational design. The participants of the study 

included 83 Iranian teachers selected based on convenience sampling due to 

manageability and availability reasons. Reflective teaching (Akbari, 

Behzadpour & Dadvand, 2010) and teacher autonomy questionnaires 

(Moomaw, 2005) were distributed among the participants the scores of 

which were drawn on to investigate the research question of the study. The 

results of statistical analyses indicated that there was a significant and 

positive correlation between reflective teaching and teacher autonomy. The 

findings of the present study have implications for both teacher educates and 

teachers. The obtained results can be used to enhance teacher educatesô and 

teachersô level of awareness in terms of teacher autonomy and reflective 

teaching.  
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Abstract 

Lexical researchers take an interest in the relationship of vocabulary tests 

with IELTS, as one of the most popular gate-keeper exams in the world. In 

two connected studies, data was collected from over 100 learners who wrote 

essays which were analyzed for both lexical diversity, vocabulary levels test 

(VLT) and overall rating. The lexical diversity measures investigated in both 

studies were D-measure and Guiraud-Index, the design of which 

compensates for their systematic decreasing rate with increasing text length 

(Daller, Milton and Treffers-Daller, 2007), but still none represents the 

complexity of language ability. Information regarding the studentsô language 

ability as well as ratings were correlated with their scores drawn from the 

two instruments. A measure of formulaic sequences count was added as an 

aspect of vocabulary depth to see if results improve with this addition. The 

Formulaic expressions were counted in each essay through using Martinez 

and Schmittôs (2012) PHRASE List of most frequent expressions in English. 

The findings show that these vocabulary measures and VLT correlate with a 

considerable percentage of variance in ratings and given other aspects that 

influences raters, a model could be suggested through further research, 

which can serve as a predictive tool to inform students of their predicted 

rating before they take IELTS exam. This can have obvious financial 

benefits for students. The results also provide evidence arguing for the 

validity of these measures and opens the discussion to incorporate the 

formulaic sequences more systematically in the vocabulary tests.  
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Abstract 

Numerous educational researchers have increasingly employed self-efficacy 

theory over the last decade to investigate job burnout as well as to examine 

the role of self-efficacy in the creation of job burnout, a construct defined as 

óa crisis of self-efficacyô. Teacher self-efficacy is conceptualized as a 

personal resource factor which may hinder the experience of job stress and, 

thus make the formation of burnout less likely. The primary purpose of the 

present study was to test a structural model of teacher burnout, perceived job 

stress and teacher self-efficacy and particularly to test a mediation model in 

which it is hypothesized that teacher self-efficacy would mediate the effect 

of perceived job stress and burnout. In so doing, the validated scales of the 

constructs of interest were administered to 241 Iranian EFL teachers of 

private language institutes. Employing Amos version 21, structural equation 

modelling was carried out to test the proposed model of the study. The 

results revealed that both perceived job stress and self-efficacy were 

significantly correlated with teacher burnout. The fit indices of the 

hypothesized model also indicated that self-efficacy partially mediated 

perceived job stress to teacher burnout. The model also showed significant 

both paths from job stress to teacher burnout through self-efficacy. The 

theoretical and pedagogical implications of this study were finally discussed. 
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Abstract 

The present study aims to seek the relationship between language learning 

style, self-perceived communicative competence, and communication 

apprehension of Iranian ESP learners. To this effect, 218 ESP learners from 

four reputable institutes in Bojnord, a city in Khorasan Shomali, were 

selected through convenience sampling to participate in this study. In this 

descriptive survey study, Personal Report of Communication Apprehension 

(PRCA-24), Self-Perceived Communication Competence scale (SPCC), and 

the Grasha-Reichmann Student Learning Style Scales (GRSLSS) were used 

for data collection. Based on the statistical findings, it was seen that there 

were significant relationship between ESL learnersô perception of their 

communicative competence as well as their communication apprehension 

and their varied language learning styles. Thus, this study not only provides 

statistical evidence of the relationship among these variables but it also 

suggests the importance of ESP learnersô learning styles to their perception 

towards both their communicative competence and their communication 

apprehension. 
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Abstract 

Language teachers have used multiple methods and approaches to teach 

vocabulary but it seems that using communicative language teaching tasks is 

currently the most dominant one; however, other factors such as personality 

types may affect the learning process as well. Current study sought to 

compare the effects of functional communicative and social interactional 

tasks on vocabulary learning of Iranian EFL learners with intuitive and 

sensing personality type preferences. The participants were 42 female EFL 

intermediate learners within the age range of 17 to 25who were divided to 

two experimental groups. The first experimental group with 13 learners of 

sensing personality type and 9 intuitive personality types received social 

interactional tasks while the second experimental group with 12 learners of 

sensing personality type and 8 learners of the intuitive personality type 

received functional communicative tasks. The results of PET and a 

vocabulary pretest showed that the groups were homogeneous regarding 

English language proficiency and vocabulary knowledge. After the 

treatment, the participants were given a vocabulary posttest. The findings of 

the study indicated that there was no statistically significant difference 

between the vocabulary knowledge of intuitive and sensing EFL learners 

who were taught through using functional communicative tasks. The 

findings also showed that there was no statistically significant difference 

between the vocabulary knowledge of intuitive and sensing learners who 

were taught through using social interactional tasks. However, further 

analysis of the data comparing the posttest scores of the four groups revealed 

that the inter-group comparisons were significant. 
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Abstract 

A rising interest in using mother tongue (L1) in English as Foreign 

Language (EFL/L2) classrooms has been recently emerged. However, the 

issue of using L1 in EFL classrooms by teachers and students is still a matter 

of importance for researchers in the field. The present study examined the 

perceptions of learners and teachers on using L1-based strategies in learning 

L2 grammar in EFL classes. The participants were 52 students who were 

intermediate learners of English and 52 EFL teachers. The research data 

were elicited via two questionnaires of 16 items. Both the questionnaires 

contained the same questions measuring the same concepts but through the 

voices of learners and teachers. Comparing the results of each question 

between the two groups revealed a slight difference. However in an overall 

comparison, they both agree on using L1-based strategies in learning L2 

grammar. This shows that students considered L1 as a major resource in 

learning L2 grammar and EFL teachers agree as well. As an indication of the 

results, students represented great reliance on L1 while learning L2, meaning 

that teachers need to use that in their studentsô best interest. It can be 

concluded that using L1 does indeed facilitate learning and it should not be 

avoided or excluded from the classroom activities and syllabi.  
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Abstract  

Metonymy is one of the most important literary devices that has significant 

role in aesthetic and semantics of Holy Quran, therefore the way of 

translating metonymy may impact readersô understanding of the verses 

including metonymies. In this study, the methodologies of three English 

Translators of Holy Quran (Yusuf Ali, Picktal, Shakir) were investigated. 

Twenty-one verses of Quran including metonymy were chosen to see how 

the meaning of metonymies including their figurative meaning has been 

represented. Then, the strategies employed by the translators were examined 

in order to identify if they used different strategies and whether there has 

been a consistency among translators in selecting one strategy or not. To do 

so, the frequency of each strategy was reckoned and compared with others 

strategies used. The analysis of data shows that literal translation of 

metonymies (translating metonymy into metonymy) has been widely used by 

these translators. This suggests that the precise meaning of metonymies may 

not have been well expressed in these translations pointing to that idea that 

future translators should pay closely attention to the implied meaning given 

in metonymies as this may help to improve English readersô perception of 

the aesthetic feature of Holy Quran.  
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Abstract 

The term terrorist has made our public discourse lurid at the turn of the 

millennium. Today, picturing the danger of radicalism, terrorists and wars 

are nuts and bolts of our contemporary media discourses which are interested 

to fabricate being in a scary world (Van Dijk, 2011). In such a bizarre era, 

unfolding cross-cultural differences can give rise to a better intercultural 

understanding. Metaphors are among the suitable tools that can do this, 

because the metaphors people use in everyday-life embody their thoughts 

through the most prominent events in their local environment (Lakoff & 

Johnson, 1999). The present study adopted a corpus approach to discourse 

analysis of the choice of metaphors on terrorist and the ways of confronting 

terrorist on a cross-cultural scale. The discourses of presidents of the US and 

Iran who had critical roles regarding terrorism; Obama and Rouhani, were 

selected. In Rouhaniôs discourse terrorist was fire and in Obamaôs discourse 

terrorist was storm in the sea. As such, Obama embodied terrorist crisis as a 

typical óact of natureô in his environment for which no one could be blamed, 

while Rouhani embodied terrorist as a typical óact of humanô in his 

environment for which there was an external óotherô to blame. Accordingly, 

Obama held a defensive position toward terrorist and looked for how to 

block the storm from reaching the shore or how to desiccate when it reached 

the shore and Rouhani held an aggressive position toward terrorist and 

looked for who sparked the fire and how to extinguish it. 
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Abstract 

Structural equation modeling (SEM) is becoming increasingly popular in 

Applied Linguistics. This rigorous multivariate statistical technique is very 

useful in investigating multivariate complex constructs like motivation, 

anxiety, language learning strategies, and so forth in L2 research. There are 

several statistical packages to implement SEM and each program comes with 

its own options and limitations. Therefore, it is sometimes difficult for L2 

researchers to choose the most appropriate program from among them. To 

facilitate the selection of an appropriate SEM package, this paper reviewed 

five programs: LISREL, EQS, Amos, Mplus, and SmartPLS. First, the 

capabilities of each program were evaluated based on the sample size, 

sample size per estimated model parameter, the metric of measured 

variables, and the distribution of variables in the models. Second, the 

performance of each program was assessed with regard to different model 

estimation methods. Finally, different fit indices and their functions in a 

typical SEM study were explained and the indices provided in the output of 

each SEM program were specified. In conclusion, the researcher pointed out 

that EQS and SmartPLS are the most versatile packages concerning the 

model complexity they accommodated (the number of latent variables in the 

model) and the output statistics they provided. It was further concluded that 

Amos and SmartPLS are the best options if L2 researchers are more 

interested in the graphical aspects of model specification. 
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Abstract 

Originating from the principles of cooperative language learning, small-

group work can facilitate learning as learners contribute their own share in 

the group. Despite the existence of a substantial number of studies on 

ESL/EFL learnersô interaction in group work, there are only few studies on 

the factors which might influence EFL learnersô conduct in L2 small-group 

work. As such, building on and expanding the study of Fushino (2010), the 

present study was conducted to identify the causal relationship among four 

factors in L2 group work including, communication confidence, beliefs 

about group work, learning motivation, and willingness to communicate 

(WTC). Fushinoôs (2010) multi-component questionnaire, and Taguchi, 

Magid, and Papiôs (2009) L2 learning motivation questionnaire were 

administered among 124 university EFL learners experiencing L2 group 

work in the classroom. Based on the findings in the literature on WTC, a 

model hypothesizing that WTC in L2 group work would be affected by L2 

learnersô beliefs about group work, and their L2 learning motivation, both 

were constructed and tested through communication confidence. The 

structural equation modeling confirmed the hypothesis that communication 

confidence directly affects WTC in L2 group work. However, the hypothesis 

that WTC in group work is indirectly influenced by L2 learning motivation 

through communication confidence was rejected. Pedagogically, these 

findings indicate that emphasizing the value of L2 group work can 

strengthen communication confidence and thus WTC in group work.  
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Abstract 

The current study aims at exploring the ontological indeterminacies of The 

Sea (2005), a prize winning novel by the Irish novelist John Banville. The 

novel is examined based on the postmodern catena put forth by Ihab Hassan, 

a catalogue of the specific features shared by most works of postmodern 

literature the aim of which is to establish a framework for exposing the 

indeterminacies of the postmodern text. The catalogue includes 

indeterminacy, fragmentation, decanonization, selflessness, depthlessness, 

the unpresentable/unrepresentable, irony, hybridization, carnivalization, 

performance, participation, constructionism, and immanence. In the present 

study, the use of each of these traits has been traced in the novel and the 

appropriateness of these techniques with regard to the world of the novel is 

studied. Max Morden, the protagonist, desperately excavates his memories 

in search of his true self and also a meaning in life, while the style of the 

narrative, affected by the inconsistencies of the subjectôs mind and the 

unstable nature of his world, embodies all the postmodern features suggested 

by Hassan. In the end, the study concludes that the form of the novel 

appropriately reflects its content; that is, the postmodern features both mirror 

and result from the indeterminacies of the subjectôs mind in confrontation 

with an indeterminate world. 
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Abstract 

Researchers sometimes argue seriously against the spread of English as a 

medium of instruction (EMI); however, the literature abounds with both 

advantages and disadvantages of EMI. In Iran, the status of English and 

attitudes towards English and its speakers have recently undergone radical 

changes, an issue which calls for research attention. The study presented 

here aimed to survey the attitudes of students towards the use of EMI at a 

public university in central Iran. 300 undergraduate and graduate students 

were randomly selected from faculties of Humanities, Science, and 

Engineering based on Krejcie and Morganôs sample size table. Data were 

collected through a demographic questionnaire and a 29-item five-point 

Likert-scale questionnaire constructed and validated based on the related 

literature. The findings indicated that, in spite of the current emphasis on 

Persian by authorities, students value English over Persian as the teaching 

medium. Based on descriptive statistics, simple frequency counts, and Chi-

square analyses, it was found that students prefer EMI for a variety of 

economic, academic, cultural, social, and technological reasons, e.g., 1) EMI 

facilitates the participation of university students and professors in 

international academic events, 2) It greatly reduces time, expertise, and 

money spent on translation, and 3) It enables the academics to better respond 

to communications in English. Moreover, few respondents believed that EMI 

would negatively affect their mother tongue.  Chi-square results (x
2
= .354, 

pÒ .05) revealed no statistically significantly difference between graduate 

and undergraduate studentsô views on EMI use. Implications for the Iranian 

higher education system are discussed.   
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Abstract 

The current study set out to investigate the cultural conceptualizations of the 

speech act of criticism in order to find cultural schemata underlying Persian 

language. To this end, a corpus of 600 comments was collected from Persian 

speakersô Facebook public pages which allow accessibility to all the wall 

posts and the comments. The pages with critical comments were the primary 

focus and the comments were filtered discreetly and one by one to ensure 

that all the comments were written by native speakers. Content analysis of 

the data revealed that Persian speakers instantiated the cultural schemata of 

ósharmandegi (being ashamed)ô, ótŁôŁrof (ritual politeness)ô, ókhejalat 

keshidan (being bashful)ô and ó©beru (face)ô in varying degrees, in their 

criticisms. Sociocultural norms underlying the cultural schemata found in the 

criticisms of Persian speakers were also investigated through focus group 

interviews (FGIs) with 25 native Persian speakers. The findings of FGIs 

suggest that Persian speakers avoid making criticism, which is considered as 

a highly face-threatening act, due to the cultural schemata of óru-dar-bŁyesti 

(state/feeling of distance out-of-respect)ô and óadab va ehter©m (courtesy and 

respect)ô with the view that it may damage the hearerôs óshakhsiyat 

(character/integrity)ô. The findings also demonstrated the significant role of 

context on the instantiation of cultural schemata and highlighted the dynamic 

relationship between language and culture. 
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Abstract 
The present study investigated the impact of language materials on the 

development of EFL learnersô writing skills. The participants of this study 

were 39 undergraduate students majoring in English Literature at an Iranian 

State University who had enrolled in the Study Skills course. The students 

were taught how to write expository type of paragraph writing with the help 

of a genre-based technique highlighting the presentation of appropriate 

moves and lexico-grammatical features. In addition, language materials 

namely videos, model texts, Venn diagram worksheets, power point, 

Microsoft word office as the software (word processor) were utilized from 

time to time. The participantsô beliefs and attitudes were explored through an 

attitude questionnaire. The participants writing skills were measured across 

four different writing tasks by an analytic scoring rubric. The results 

revealed that there was a statistically significant effect for time across the 

four tasks, Wilks' Lambda=085, F (3, 36) = 129.474, P=.000, multivariate 

eta squared=.915 indicating a large effect size. Moreover, regarding the 

different aspects of writing including content, organization, vocabulary, 

language use and mechanics, students made great improvement. 

Correspondingly, instruction based on language materials contributed to the 

participants' positive attitudes and their production of high quality 

paragraphs.  
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Abstract 

Invisible man (1952), the only novel of Ralph Ellison which spent sixteen 

weeks on the best-seller list of America and won the National Book Award 

in 1953 has been under investigation of many critics with regard to its 

variable themes of African-American issues such as discrimination, racism 

and identity. On the other hand, a number of critics have considered 

Ellisonôs humorous way of writing and his style called ñplaying the dozensò 

as a strategy to convey injustice and discrimination. With this regard, a 

meticulously humor study of the novel is needed. The present paper aims to 

provide an almost quantitative analysis of the novelôs prominent humorous 

features based on Raskin and Attardoôs linguistic theory of humor called 

GTVH, an acronym for General Theory of Verbal Humor. Applying this 

model, examination of all types of comedy and deformity represented in the 

language of the novel with six factors known as Knowledge Resources 

(KRs) is needed. Targets of humor as being one of the knowledge resources 

play an important role in identifying the hidden ideologies of the novel. The 

number of humor Jab lines triggered to each targets has been revealed in a 

graphical representation and it is concluded that not only white Americans 

are criticized as the butt of humor, but also any black social institutions and 

organizations. 
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Abstract 

Critical discourse studies (CDS) is concerned primarily with the way social 

power abuse is enacted through discourse at both national and transnational 

scales. Transnationally, there is agreement among scholars that powerful 

states and certain international bodies can take decisions that will adversely 

affect weaker nations without them having a say (see, Scholte, 2012). 

Moreover, according to Fairclough (2006), discourse constitutes an 

indispensable aspect of globalization. With this in mind, the current study 

examined the illustrated version of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights from a discourse analytical perspective. To do this, the study 

examined the way social actors were included, back-grounded and 

suppressed in the declaration textually and visually. In addition, it was 

analyzed in terms of the types of power (i.e., consent versus coercion) the 

declaration relied on in order to guarantee the observance of the people's 

rights and freedoms. The results showed that male social actors were 

foregrounded whereas females were either back-grounded or suppressed 

both textually and verbally. Regarding the government bodies, they were 

suppressed when involved in the violations of human rights and 

foregrounded when involved in the protection of human rights. Finally, it 

was found that the declaration is concerned with violations of human rights 

more through coercion than consent. Important implication are drawn finally 

drawn.                                        
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Abstract 

Although numerous studies have been carried out on the effectiveness of 

peer feedback in recent years, there has been little discussion about the 

process through which L2 learners provide their classmates with peer 

feedback and various strategies they adopt while engaged in peer feedback 

activities in the L2 writing classroom. In order to fill this gap, this case study 

attempted to closely scrutinize strategies employed by three Iranian EFL 

learners from an Activity Theory Perspective. Three intermediate-level 

learners took part in a writing session, and provided each other with peer 

feedback after they completed the writing task. The sources of the data 

collected included video recording of the peer feedback session, semi-

structured interviews, and learnersô writing drafts. The results of the study 

revealed that the learners generally used asking for clarification, using L1, 

seeking help from the teacher, and scaffolding while providing each other 

with feedback. These findings show that in addition to enhancing the quality 

of the final draft of a piece of writing, peer feedback can also be considered 

a socially mediated activity from the Activity Theory perspective in order to 

facilitate group interaction. 
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Abstract 

As Krashen (1985) puts it teacher talk is how teachers provide learners with 

"comprehensible input" which he sees as the essential ingredient for second 

language acquisition. Moreover, Walsh (2011) rightly argued that a 

qualitative approach to classroom talk is more fruitful and that teacher talk is 

context-specific. To put these theories into practice, this study tried to 

investigate teacher talk in qualitative way and tried to explore it in Iranian 

context as well. To this end, five expert teachers from a language institute in 

Iran were selected ï based on studentsô, managersô, and staffsô opinion, their 

academic degree, and years of experience. Two sessions of their classes were 

transcribed in terms of constructive strategies of teacher talk namely direct 

corrective feedback, content feedback, pushing learners by requesting 

confirmation or clarification, extended wait time, and scaffolding learnersô 

production (Walsh, 2002). By analyzing the data collected a new framework 

of constructive strategies of teacher talk was proposed which has 9 

components more than the one proposed by Walsh (2002) viz instruction 

checking questions (ICQs), concept checking questions (CCQs), politeness, 

reactive teaching, storytelling, using simplified language, enunciation, 

addressing all the students, and praising generously. The result of this study 

can help teachers to improve their teacher talking quality (TTQ) which has 

been overshadowed by overemphasis on teacher talking time (TTT).   
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Abstract 

Comparing to the large focus of research on motivation, little attention has 

been paid to teachers' use of motivational strategies and their motivation. 

Therefore, this study is designed to investigate the effect of training teachers 

to use motivational strategies on their motivation level and to investigate 

whether teacher motivation has any significant relationship with their use of 

motivational strategies. The further purpose of the study is to explore the 

difference between experienced and inexperienced teachers in their 

motivation level and to probe if gender makes any difference in teacher 

motivation level. The other aims of the study are to explore the relationship 

between student motivation and teacher motivation and the relationship 

between teacher motivation and their age. To this end, 10 teachers and 100 

students were conveniently sampled. Having administered two 

questionnaires and observing the actual classrooms, the data were analyzed 

quantitatively. The findings indicated the positive effect of training on 

teacher motivation. The increase in student motivation and teacher 

motivation suggested the positive relationship between the mentioned 

variables. It also revealed that teachers' use of motivational strategies has a 

significant negative relationship with their motivation. As the results of this 

study depicted teachers' teaching experience and their gender make no 

significant difference in teacher motivation. The findings also revealed that 

there are non-significant relationships between teacher motivation and their 

age and between student motivation and their years of learning. 
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Abstract 

The present study focuses on the relationship between feelings of self-

acceptance, self-actualization and self-transcendence and burnout among 

high school English teachers.  The research was carried out on a sample of 

70 English teachers.  The researchers utilized three questionnaires as his 

instruments.  The first questionnaire provided demographic data.  The 

second questionnaire was the Maslach Burnout Inventory used to assess the 

teacher burnout level (emotional exhaustion, depersonalization, and lack of 

personal achievement).  The third questionnaire was Existential Fulfillment 

Scale.  We tried to find answer for these three questions: (1) Is burnout 

experienced by the English teachers? If yes, at what levels? (2) Is there any 

significant relationship between feelings of self-acceptance, self-

actualization, self-transcendence and burnout among English teachers? The 

results of this study indicate lowest significantly positive correlation exists 

between emotional/mental exhaustion and Self-transcendence (r = .412).  

The correlation between emotional/mental exhaustion and self-actualization 

is also very significant, but the relationship is negative (r = -.538) denoting 

an inverse relationship.  The correlation between depersonalization/cynicism 

and Self-actualization is also very significant, but the relationship is negative 

(r = -.359) denoting an inverse relationship.  Interestingly, this relationship 

was also found between emotional and mental exhaustion and self-

actualization.   Personal accomplishment is only significantly correlated with 

Self-actualization.  The lowest significantly positive correlation exists 

between Total burnout and Self-transcendence (r = .420). 
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Abstract 

Constructing an argument is one of the abilities that universities and schools 

 should develop in students of all educational levels.  The ability to persuade 

through good argumentation skills has been acknowledged as one of  the 

most important factors to determine one's good critical thinking ability, not 

only as an  academic accomplishment, but also as a means to convince others 

during casual discussions.  Considering argumentative essay writing as an 

important genre of academic writing, this study aimed to explore the 

rhetorical patterns of argumentative essays of Iranian university students. 

Thirty male and female master's students of English Language Teaching and 

English Literature at Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz participated in 

three consecutive test sessions of this research. Hyland's model (1990) was 

used as the analytical framework to analyze the move-step structure of the 

essays. The move patterns exploited by students were then compared with 

the move patterns suggested by Hyland' model. The results showed that most 

of the argumentative essays attended to the three stages given in the model 

and the students almost followed the same patterns of using obligatory and 

optional moves as was predicted by the model. The results of this study have 

pedagogical implications for teaching and learning of English as a Foreign 

Language by providing the teachers with better information that can enhance 

their teaching approach and materials for academic writing. 
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Abstract 

The purpose of this study was to compare the effect of teaching 

metacognitive listening strategies through shadowing activity on the 

listening comprehension of field-dependent (FD) and field-independent (FI) 

EFL learners. The participants of the study were 85 female EFL learners 

from a language institute in Tehran at the pre-intermediate level of 

proficiency with the age range of 18-35. The participants were selected 

based on their performance on a piloted PET. The Group Embedded Figures 

Test (GEFT) was administered in order to categorize them into the two 

experimental groups (49 FD and 36 FI). During a five-week instruction 

period (twice a week) both groups practiced listening comprehension for 45 

minutes through a combination of shadowing activity, and metacognitive 

strategy instruction. The results of the ANCOVA demonstrated that there 

was no significant difference between listening posttest scores of FI and FD 

groups. Therefore, it was concluded that metacognitive strategy training 

coupled with shadowing activity could be equally beneficial in terms of 

listening proficiency for all students regardless of their perceptual tendency 

(FD/FI). 

 

Keywords: Listening Comprehension, Listening Strategies, Metacognitive 

Strategies, Shadowing, Field-Dependent/Independent  

  

mailto:mona.khabiri@iauctb.ac.ir
mailto:monakhabiri@yahoo.com
mailto:alizadeeng2@gmail.com


 

15
th

 International TELLSI 

Conference  
 21-23 November, 2017 

Islamic Azad University, Roudehen Branch, 

Tehran, Iran 
 

 

 
107 

The Evaluation of Iranian EFL Teachers' Critical Thinking Skills and 

Their Professional Development Progress: A Structural Equation 

Modelling Approach 
 

Reza Khany 

Ilam University 

r.khany@ilam.ac.ir 

Sajad Dokanehei 

Ilam University 

sdokanehei86@gmail.com 

 

Abstract 

This study was an attempt to investigate the relationship between Iranian 

EFL teachers' professional development with their critical thinking skills and 

reflective teaching procedures. Using stratified sampling method, 312 FFL 

teachers, from different state schools and language institutions in two 

provinces namely, Kermanshah and Ilam, Iran, took part in this study. Three 

self-report questionnaires namely, WatsonïGlaser Critical Thinking 

Appraisal-Form A (Watson &Glaser, 1980), the teacher reflectivity 

questionnaire (Akbari, Behzadpoor, and Dadvand, 2010) and, Teachers' 

professional development (Soleimani & Khaliliyan, 2012) were applied to 

collect data. To test the hypothetical model of relationship, Structural 

Equation Modeling (SEM) was applied. Yielding acceptable model fit 

indices (RMSEA= 0.016, RMR= 0.052, GFI=0.975, among others), the 

results revealed a significant relationship between teachers' professional 

development with their critical thinking skills and reflective teaching 

procedures. Multiple regression analysis, also, revealed the significance of 

the variables determining the path model of the study. The study has 

implications for language teachers and practitioners in the field. 
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Abstract 

Much has been written on the effect of contextual factors on teachersô 

efficacy each addressing the issue from a particular aspect. With all these 

however, rarely we can find an inclusive picture both methodological and 

conceptual of how such factors interact with teachers own perceptions as 

well as their performance. Hence, the aim of This study was two-folds; First 

attempt was made to examine the state of Collective Teacher Efficacy (CTE) 

as well as Teachers Sense of Efficacy (TSE) and second to see how novice 

and experienced teachers in Iran conceive of the way CTE affects their TSE 

as well as total performance in Classrooms. To this end,72 Iranian ELT 

teachers (36 novices and 36 experienced) took three instruments namely a 

CTE scale, a TSE scale as well as an introspective analytic measure. The 

results of the data analysis showed that both groups highly believed that their 

CTE can be influenced by such contextual factors. Further, the results 

showed that teachers TSE had a positive relationship with their job 

satisfaction and a significant negative correlation with the early years of burn 

out for the novice learners. 
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Abstract 

Among the social psychological variables teachersô burn out and workload 

play a major role in language teaching setting. The present study aims to 

investigate the relationship between teachersô workload and their burn out. 

To do this100 experienced university teachers from Golestan Province of 

Iran were selected as the participants of the study. The Maslach Burnout 

Inventory questionnaire and interview were the major instruments of the 

study. After gathering data and changing them into interpretable forms 

through the use of SPSS, to investigate the relationship between teachersô 

burn out and workload, correlational analysis was employed. The finding 

showed that there is a direct and significant relationship between the 

teachersô workload and their burn out. In addition, a significant relationship 

was observed between teachers' workload, emotional exhaustion and 

depersonalization and their burn out. 
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Abstract 

The Handmaidôs Tale as a distinguished novel of Margaret Atwood has been 

the subject of numerous studies; however, more studies are still needed to 

interpret the less investigated aspects of this critical literary work. This study 

accordingly analyzed it from the fresh perspective of Butlerian 

performativity and its influence on the identity formation of female 

characters. Butler defines performativity as the constant repetition of gender 

roles in patriarch society, and considers this repetition as the determining 

factor of identity formation for women. Following Butler, this study 

investigated gender performativity by focusing on the different periods of 

Offredôs life before and after the revolution at the Republic of Gilead. The 

study shows that the patriarch system imposes some gender-specific roles for 

both members and expects them to repeat regularly. Although the male 

members such as Offredôs previous husband encourages her to observe the 

rules, female members such as Offredôs mother warns the protagonist against 

the performatives. The situation becomes worse after the revolution when 

Christian fundamentalists establish a religious republic. Through 

performativity, the republic deprives the female members from their 

fundamental rights of deciding for their private lives and names. However, 

this oppressive system is challenged by female members who target the 

unstable nature of this conventional performativity prone to change as 

indicated by Butler. The result of the study can shed more light on the work 

of Atwood as a world-known feminist author and depicts the solidity of 

Butlerôs performativity in interpreting diverse literary works. 
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Abstract 

Learning oriented assessment (LOA) has expanded the domain of 

assessment to be an integrative part of every effective instruction. To this 

end, teachers and trainers have also reconceptualized technical terms such as 

feedback to be utilized as feedforward. Accordingly, this study investigated 

the effectiveness of opting for previous writing corpus and the pre-course 

writing analysis as the sources of feedforward based on the modified version 

of Educational Testing Serviceôs Rubric composed of four categories: 

Quality of Ideas, Organization, Lexical Resources, and Grammar and Usage. 

The study also examined the extent of writing improvement in each 

category. The participants were 3 experienced English teachers and 25 

Iranian students, who attended 8 sessions of the GRE preparatory course. 

The within-subjects t-test results showed that there was a significant 

improvement concerning the analytical writing score of the participants 

between the pre-test and post-test. The qualitative phase of the study also 

revealed that while the students improved their analytical writing in all four 

categories, the improvements in Quality of Ideas and Organization were 

higher compared to the other two categories. Trainers of international high-

stake tests can benefit from the finding of this study in considering the 

implementation of feedback as feedforward in their courses. This study can 

also be beneficial for researchers in investigating LOA in other international 

exams such as IELTS and TOEFL. 
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Abstract 

Advancements in theory and practice of teacher evaluation emphasizes on 

the quality performance of teachers as the most important factor in 

realization of success or failure of education system (i.e. studentsô optimum 

achievement and development). Therefore, any attempt to explore the 

dynamic and complex nature of teachersô performance would be considered 

critical. This paper is an attempt to introduce a descriptive model for 

ñQuality Performanceò of Iranian teachers at the threshold of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran as a local model aligned with global perspectives. To this 

end, adopting a qualitative meta-synthesis approach, all possible dimensions 

of teachersô performance criteria were explored; scrutinizing the twofold 

mapping of both curriculum and evaluation standards. For the application of 

meta-synthesis, grounded coding and thematic analysis were carried out by 

two research assistants and 8 teacher training experts participated in 

validation analysis. The output of meta-synthesis resulted in emergence of 

overall 6098 grounded codes, 1655 themes, and 218 super-themes. Based on 

the results, the model includes 7 domains, 33 key areas, and 158 

performance standards along with their validation measures; (D1) Planning 

& preparation for pedagogy, VM: 4.294, (D2) Planning & design for 

learning, VM: 4.700, (D3) Management of learning environment, VM: 

4.932, (D4) Instruction: VM: 4.346, (D5) Organizational responsibilities, 

VM: 4.453, (D6) Socio-cultural capital and agency, VM: 4.330, (D7) 

Spirituality and theism, VM: 4.390. The findings indicate that the proposed 

model, which is the first in kind through embodying a localized model of 

teachersô practice at the extent of Islamic Education System, provides 

considerable implications for enhancement of teachersô professional 

development as well as being a major step in validation of local and large-

scale teacher evaluation assessment programs. 
 

Keywords: Teacher Education, Evaluation, Quality Performance, Meta-

Synthesis, Model. 



 

15
th

 International TELLSI 

Conference  
 21-23 November, 2017 

Islamic Azad University, Roudehen Branch, 

Tehran, Iran 
 

 

 
113 

On Teachersô Assessment Literacy in Writing; the Case of Iranian EFL 

Senior High School Teachersô Beliefs and Practices 

 
Gholamreza Kiyani 

English Department, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran 

Ebrahim Mohammadkhah
 

English Department, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran 

 

Abstract 

While assessing student writing is one of the major activities of second 

language teaching, one could rarely find studies that have focused on 

assessing and quantifying teachersô writing assessment literacy. Second 

language writing instructors from senior high school teachers (N = 122) in 

Tehran, Iran, were surveyed to this end. Throughout the data analysis, the 

researchers homed in on the four following research statements: (1) the way 

assessment knowledge has been gathered, (2) their beliefs about writing 

assessment, (3) their assessment practices, and (4) the impact of linguistic 

background and teaching experience on writing assessment knowledge, 

beliefs, and practices. Approximately, and surprisingly, 36% of teachers in 

this survey had little or no training, which might be a very serious point of 

concern for teacher education centers, teacher educators, and material 

developers. The findings also revealed relative effect of linguistic 

background and teaching experience on teachersô writing assessment 

knowledge, beliefs, and practices, which, in turn, highlights the importance 

of proficiency criteria for teachersô screening procedures and the true value 

teachersô practicum courses in the real-life classroom applications. 

 

Keywords: Assessment Literacy, Assessing Writing, Senior High School 

Teacher 

  



 

 

15
th

 International TELLSI 

Conference  
21-23 November, 2017 

Islamic Azad University, Roudehen Branch, 

Tehran, Iran 
 

 

 
114 

The Effect of using Authentic Audio and Video Materials on the 

Speaking Fluency of Auditory and Visual Iranian Learners 

 
Nassim Mahmoudi 

MA in TEFL 

Foreign Languages and Literature, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad 

University, Tehran, Iran 

Mahshad Tasnimi* 

Assistant Professor 

Department of English Translation, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, 

Tehran, Iran 

 

Abstract 

When we talk about learning a second language, we internationally think of 

conversing with speakers of other languages. This means that speaking is 

seen as the prime purpose of language learning. This study was undertaken 

to investigate the effect of authentic auditory and visual materials on 

speaking fluency of Iranian EFL learners with auditory and visual styles of 

learning. The quasi-experimental design consisted of 149 Iranian EFL 

language learners divided into two groups of visual style and auditory style. 

A questionnaire on perceptual learning styles and a speaking fluency test 

were used to collect the data. Students with visual style received authentic 

visual materials and students with auditory style received authentic audio 

materials. The obtained data was analyzed by employing paired and 

independent samples t-test. The results of the study indicated that both 

groups of students significantly progressed in speaking fluency suggesting 

the positive effect of authentic visual materials on students with visual 

preferences and the positive effect of authentic audio materials on students 

with audio preferences. Moreover, both types of materials had equal effects 

on the participants of the study. The findings suggest that providing 

instruction that is congruent with studentsô learning styles and the use of 

authentic materials appear to improve speaking fluency.   
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Abstract 

Nowadays computers have revolutionized the world and Translation studies 

is not an exception. The present study was conducted to investigate the effect 

of translation memory (TM) tools on the quality of English to Persian 

translations. TM tools are software, designed to store translation for future 

re-use and also help translators create more accurate translations. The quality 

of the translations was assessed based on Farahzadôs (1992) model of 

translation quality assessment. The participants of the study, who were 

selected via OPT test and a translation pre-test, were 40 out of 62 English 

translation students of Azad Islamic Universities and were divided randomly 

into two groups as control group and experimental groups. The participants 

first translated a text as a pre-test and then during 8 sessions of training the 

participants of experimental group learned how to utilize TM tools. During 

these sessions, participants could contact the researcher via phone call and 

email to consult about any upcoming problems. After these sessions, the 

participants were asked to translate a single text with the same level of 

difficulty as a post-test. In the next step, the results of two tests were rated by 

two translation raters with the same translation checklist based on 

Farahzadôs model of Translation quality assessment. Analyzing the scores of 

translations via SPSS version 22 and utilizing an independent sample T-test 

showed that using TM tools have positive effect on the quality of translated 

texts from English to Persian. The findings of this study can be beneficial in 

the fields of translation training courses, translation syllabus design. 
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Abstract 

While resumptive pronouns in objective relative clauses are not allowed in 

English, they are optional in Persian. Therefore, it is important to implement 

effective instructional methods to help EFL learners overcome this 

difficulty. Processing Instruction (PI) is a kind of grammar instruction or 

focus on form instruction which aims to provide better form-meaning 

connections and help learners get away from non-optimal processing 

strategies. The current study, therefore, aimed at investigating the effect of 

Processing Instruction on learning English resumptive pronouns in objective 

relative clauses measured by interpretation and production sentence-level 

tasks. Thirty three EFL learners including children (n=17) and adults (n=16) 

participated in the study. A pre-test was conducted a week before the 

treatment. Three instructional sessions were conducted during a week 

followed by an immediate post-test and a delayed post-test administered two 

weeks later. A series of mixed Repeated Measures ANOVAs were 

conducted to compare the groups. The results of both the interpretation and 

production tasks suggested that Processing Instruction was an effective 

instructional treatment in helping children and adult L2 learners to make 

precise form-meaning connections regarding English resumptive pronouns in 

objective relative clauses. Therefore, the present study has significant 

implications regarding L2 grammar instruction for both children and adult 

EFL learners.  
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Abstract 

This paper draws on critical discourse analysis as a transdisciplinary multi-

approach, which utilizes and exploits both socio-linguistic theories and 

social issues to intertwine socio-political and historical context. It is 

motivated to investigate the persuasion and discourse strategies in a 

neglected area, the oratories. This article presents an exhaustive corpus 

analysis of a sermon to investigate how this type of genre puts persuasion 

tools into practice in Persian language. The goal of this study is develop a 

more rigorous understanding of the tools of content establishment, discourse 

strategies implication and linguistic means implementation in a Persian 

native speaker speech. Therefore, the sermon of an influential native Persian 

orator is critically examined based on Wodakôs Discourse-Historical 

Approach (2001b), which clearly depicts persuasion and discourse strategies. 

The close qualitative inspections reveal that the sermon genre effectively 

utilizes persuasion tools (intertextuality and interdiscursivity) and discourse 

strategies (nomination, predication, etc) to discuss the main topic. Based on 

the results, the dominance of nomination/ referential discourse strategy is 

evident to necessitate the use of context to interpret the religious text. The 

study of argumentation strategies demonstrates the use of different topoi to 

connect the religious discussion with the conclusion and to explicate the 

implicit or explicit premises. Description of Imam Hossein martyrdom, 

narration of Medina story after Ashura, quotations of Imam Ali and Imam 

Sajjad, the use of imperative and simple present tense are the most obvious 

tools regarding the perspectivization and intensification and linguistic means 

to strengthen the orator in persuasion. The pedagogical implications are also 

discussed at the end. 
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Abstract 

Motivated by the conspicuous position of discourse as a favored place for 

the definite and straightforward construction and the influential transmission 

of ideological messages, this paper intends to analyze a media discourse to 

reveal its ideology behind. The ideology analysis is made possible through a 

descriptive qualitative analysis of news headlines of New York Times 

magazine (July 16, 2017) corpus as a broadsheet media of the United States. 

The headlines of this 56-page corpus are analyzed based on a multi-

disciplinary nine-dimensional framework, including surface structures, 

syntax, lexicon, local semantics, global semantics, schematic structures, 

rhetoric, pragmatics and dialogical interactions, suggested by Van Dijk 

(1995).  The results indicate that all of the nine elements of the adopted 

taxonomy cooperate to represent a feeling of group belonging, a fundamental 

group belief and an illogical but socio-psychological and heterogeneous 

ideology of the founders and readers in all three sections, news, opinions and 

features headlines of the newspaper. This ideology investigation reveals the 

shared social image of specific kind of collective groups addressed by the 

New York Times, the appropriate possessions of the communicative 

situation as interpreted by language users, the model that is created by 

readers and the strategies that writers go through to index the ideology. The 

pedagogical implications of the study for the second language learners of 

English are also discussed at the end. 
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Abstract 

Teacher identity has received growing attention in the context of language 

education. However, few studies have approached the role of EFL learners in 

the construction of EFL teachersô identity, particularly from a 

discursive/discoursal vantage point. The current study aimed to draw on 

discourse analysis to investigate the EFL learnersô discursive construction of 

teachers' gendered and experiential identities during teacher-students 

collaborative talks. A total of 50 students discussed teacher identities with 

their teachers over two sessions in six separate classes. Through the content 

analysis of the talk transcripts, 24 keywords showing learnersô discursive 

construction of teacher identities were extracted. As to gendered identity, the 

EFL learners believed that male teachers were funny, hard-working, 

powerful, and confident, whereas female teachers were serious, strict, angry, 

moody, naggy, kind, prepared, and good at management. Regarding 

experiential identity, the learners contended that novice teachers were 

energetic, hard-working, active, friendly, and stressed. By contrast, 

experienced teachers were serious, talented, perfect, angry, tired, and boring. 

It can be concluded from the findings that EFL learners have their own 

discursive perception of their teachers' identities expressed in the words 

found in their identity-construction discourse. 
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Abstract  
Nowadays thanks to fast growth of Internet and technologies, different 

people different culture and societies communicate each other in a very 

easily way. Consequently, in this condition the rule of audiovisual and 

screen translation is significant.  As translation and subtitling taboos in 

English movies seems a difficult task and translator canôt use word-for-word 

translation, they have to find suitable equivalence for taboo items because of 

different political, cultural, religious and social norms between source and 

target society. This present study, tried to investigate the strategies used for 

translating taboos in English movies both in Islamic Republic of Iran 

Broadcasting  (IRIB) and Fan-sub based on Gottlieb Model. Also, the 

researcher tries to compare strategies for dealing with taboo in movie 

between Fan-sub and IRIB.  For achieving the above mentioned purpose, 

first of all, five subtitled movies were ed which are subtitled in both IRIB 

and Fan-sub. After extracting of taboo items, then the researcher tried to find 

out which strategies were used for translating taboo in movies. Then the 

frequency of each strategy was count. Findings of the study revealed all 

strategies used except ñtranscriptionò and ñdislocationò both for IRIB and 

Fan-sub. ñParaphraseò and ñtransferò were the most frequent strategies 

employed by IRIB and Fan-sub, respectively ñimitationò as the least 

common ones. Also there was no statically significant difference between 

strategies which employed for English to Persian translation of taboos in 

subtitled movies by IRIB and Fan-sub. Translators, translation student, and 

translation course designers would benefit findings of this study. 
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Abstract 

Working memory is assumed to play a pivotal role in carrying out all sorts of 

cognitive functions. Following the advent of working memory software, 

there have also been other pieces of software available to help individuals 

enhance their working memory capacity. This study aimed at investigating 

the effects of working memory improvement, carried out with the aid of 

related piece of software, on the English learnersô reading task performance. 

The findings can help us find out whether the available computer-based 

working memory training programs have any real life gains for the trainees. 

30 adult English learners chosen through convenience sampling approach 

participated in this study. They were randomly divided into an experimental 

and a control group. Both groups took pretests on their reading task 

performance and working memory capacity. While the control group took 

posttests on the same tests after five weeks, the experimental group 

underwent a working memory training program before taking the posttests. 

The results of t-test analysis showed a significant difference in the 

performance of the two groups on the working memory test, but their 

reading task performance seemed to be unaffected. In conclusion, the 

working memory training program did not seem to benefit the English 

learners in carrying out reading tasks. 
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Abstract  

Although it is generally accepted now that grammar is an integral part of the 

language teaching environment, grammar teaching is a problematic domain 

for most language teachers. Moreover, recent studies demonstrated that 

teachersô beliefs have a central role in any educational system. And a 

language teaching environment is most effective when there is an overlap 

between teachersô and learnersô perceptions; therefore, this study, focusing 

on the controversial role of grammar teaching in the literature, investigated 

Iranian EFL teachersô and learnersô pedagogical beliefs about form-focused 

instruction and corrective feedback. The current study compared perceptions 

of 120 Iranian EFL teachers and 100 learners about form-focused instruction 

and corrective feedback. To this end, the required data was obtained through 

a questionnaire and a semi-structured interview. The findings of both 

quantitative and qualitative data offered insights into many differences 

between the teachers and learners in their perceptions of form-focused 

instruction. Furthermore, the results of the interviews indicated that teachers 

have complicated pedagogical belief systems that, due to some contextual 

factors do not reflect in their actual classrooms. Tentative pedagogical 

implications and suggestions for stakeholders and policymakers will also be 

discussed. 

 

Keywords: Teachersô Beliefs, Form-Focused Instruction, Corrective 
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Abstract 

The increasing number of English users around the world and the resultant 

transformation of the cultural basis of this language have reinforced the 

international status of English. Some consider this change as reflecting a 

shift of paradigm from English as a Second/Foreign Language (ESL/EFL) to 

English as an International Language (EIL) paradigm (McKay, 2003). While 

a rich body of research exists on EIL reporting on how it is practiced (or 

resisted) in several contexts (Sharifian, 2009), only a few studies have 

focused on Iran (e.g., Masoumpanah & Zarei, 2014; Valipour, Davatgari 

Asl, & Nashta Bagheri, 2014). To address this gap, 20 EFL teachers were 

interviewed about their attitudes towards teaching English within an EIL 

paradigm. Thematic analysis (Clarke & Braun, 2013) of the transcribed 

interviews showed that most of the teachers had a tendency to follow 

Standard English norms, especially those of American English, as language 

users and teachers. Concerning culture, they emphasized incorporating 

cultures of English-speaking contexts into L2 instruction. Although they 

expressed a willingness to incorporate learnersô cultural background into 

classroom content, they did not explain how they would do so in practice. 

Furthermore, they conceptualized culture mainly as a unified whole and 

thought of L1 and L2 cultures as a binary, hence a lack of focus on ósmall 

culturesô (Holliday, 1999). Some advocated using L1 in the classroom as a 

means of facilitating comprehension but failed to acknowledge its several 

other benefits recognized in the literature. The implications of these findings 

for teacher education are discussed. 
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Abstract 

 Translation studies as a new dynamic interdisciplinary field of study, 

borrows a wide range of research methods of other various fields. A wide 

variety of research has been done in different fields of translation studies. 

The present study is a meta-analysis. In total; 111 Persian and English 

articles analyzed, finally 40 internal and external empirical researches 

extracted. To review better, first the articles classified based on 

Chestermanôs Model, then problems and shortcomings of these articles 

discussed. According to the classification of articles, it can be said that 

process models and casual studies had to be taken into consideration more. 

Although domestic articles moved towards comparative models, descriptive 

studies take the same position and importance in promoting the position of 

translation studies. So, there should be a coordination in all areas of 

translation studies. At the end; to promote the quality of empirical and 

statistical research, some strategies have been proposed by the researchers. 
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Abstract 

Vygotskian conceptualization of Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) has 

been mostly implemented in the form of individual dynamic assessment, 

better suiting one-on-one tutorial sessions. Against such a backdrop, how 

collective ZPD in the classroom can be shaped and nurtured has gone largely 

unnoticed. The progression of the collection of ZPD relies mainly on active 

participation and reciprocity of all classroom members. Situated within 

Vygotskian sociocultural theory, the present study explored how collective 

ZPD in the classroom can be shaped and nurtured. To this aim, dialogic 

interactions of 10 Iranian EFL learners welded into a TOFLE writing class 

were examined and instructed through concurrent group dynamic assessment 

(G-DA). More specifically, the contributions of one of the learners as the 

primary interactant and her classmates as the secondary interactants during 7 

G-DA sessions were tracked via audio- and video-recording and 

microgenetically analyzed. The microgenetic analysis of the interactions 

revealed that the learnersô writing ability was improved and all the learners 

actively played a part in shaping and nurturing a collective ZPD through 

their verbal and non-verbal contributions. Finally, this study concludes with 

presenting some implications for teachers and learners as well as sketching 

out some avenues for further research.  
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Abstract 

The significance of technology and integrating it with second language (L2) 

teaching plays a pivotal role in the instruction of a new language.  The 

present study investigated the effect of mobile assisted input flooding 

metadiscourse (MAIM) instruction on Iranian EFL learners' writing 

achievement. After administering a PET, 60 language learners out of 90 

were chosen to take part in this research and were divided into two 

experimental groups and one control group, each containing 20 participants. 

Then a composition of 150 words in the narrative genre was taken as pretest 

from all male and females in different age ranges of the participants. Then 

the researcher executed the treatments in 10 sessions of 90 minutes on all 

participants. Next, metadiscourse markers by Hyland (2005) were taught to 

all three groups, the first group that was the control group, got the treatment 

traditionally, the second group was taught by using input flooding technique 

in class and the third group got the treatment in Telegram application by 

using input flooding technique. Finally, after taking post tests and running 

the One-way ANOVA and Post Hoc tests in SPSS software, the researcher 

concluded that mobile assisted input flooding meta-discourse instruction has 

statistically Significance effect on Iranian EFL learnersô writing 

achievement. Therefore, the findings of the current study have implications 

for teacher educators, teachers, and materials developers as well as students 

through enhancing the writing achievement of EFL learners. 

 

Keywords: Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL), Metadiscourse 
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Abstract 

Conducting class presentations is a common educational endeavor for English 

for academic purposes (EAP) learners particularly MA and/or Ph.D. students. In 

this study, we explored the under-researched genre of class PowerPoint 

presentations across the two disciplines of humanities, namely Educational 

Sciences (ES) and Public Law (PL). Specifically, we sought to address the 

following: firstly, what moves and steps were used/followed in class PowerPoint 

presentations, and secondly, to what extent were those moves and steps 

convergent/divergent across the two disciplines of ES and PL. Our corpus 

consisted of 30 Iranian EAP students' PowerPoint presentations. The students 

studied at MA level at a public university in Tehran, Iran. They were selected 

based on convenience sampling. Our main findings in this study were as 

follows: Firstly, the two disciplines of Educational Sciences and Public Law 

followed a 5-move structure, with the first four moves (IN THE NAME OF 

GOD, INTRO, OUTLINE, and CONTENT) being the same and the last one 

being different across the two disciplines (FINAL SLIDE in PL and 

REFERENCES in ES). Secondly, the move INTRO consisted of six steps in 

both disciplines: TITLE OF PRESENTATION, PRESENTER'S NAME, 

PROFESSOR'S NAME, DATE OF PRESENTATION, COURSE TITLE, and 

AFFILIATION. Thirdly, the move CONTENT forming the main part of the 

PowerPoint presentations in both PL and ES included three major steps: (1) 

INTRODUCTION, (2) BODY, and (3) CONCLUSION/ SUMMARY. Fourthly, 

the step BODY consisted of a variety of sections across the two discipline with 

three of them being found in both PL and ES: ELABORATION OF THE 

TOPIC, CATEGORIZATION OF CONCEPTS, and DEFINITION OF 

TECHNICAL TERMS/CONCEPTS. Genre analysis such as this study may 

provide us with precious data that can be carried over into the teaching of EAP. 

Therefore, an implication of our findings might be that the macro and micro-

generic structure of PowerPoint presentations (i.e., moves and steps, 

respectively) be taught to students. 
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Abstract  

With the advent of technology, flipped-classroom model, as one of the 

rotation models of blended learning has been in the limelight. Studies were 

carried out to pinpoint the efficacy of the model. However, few studies were 

done to probe into what the essence of this efficacy is: the use of technology 

or the reverse order of material presentation. In this study the researchers 

sought to find if there was any significant difference between web-based and 

paper-based flipped instruction of metacognitive listening strategies on 

learnersô listening comprehension and autonomy. To do so, having sat for a 

PET, sixty four EFL learners, homogeneous in terms of English proficiency 

and listening comprehension were selected. Learner autonomy questionnaire 

(Zhang & Li, 2004) was also administered right at the outset. Learners in 

both groups received the new instructions, Vandergrift and Gohôs (2012) 

model of metacognitive strategies, prior to the session devoted to practicing 

it. However, the participants in web-based group received the instructions 

through the web using researcher-made screencasts while those in the other 

group received similar instruction through written handouts. The listening 

comprehension and questionnaire were administered as the posttest after five 

weeks (10 sessions). The results of data analysis revealed that in terms of 

listening comprehension, flipped instruction is mostly a matter of reverse 

order of material than the technology-mediated one. In terms of learner 

autonomy, however, technology-based flipped classroom could outperform 

the paper-based flipped counterpart.  
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Abstract 

Written corrective feedback (WCF) and studies probing its effectiveness in 

helping learners improve their writing skill have been widely explored; 

however, researchers around the globe have rarely attempted to find out 

whether there is any valid alternative to the traditional WCF or not. With this 

in mind, the present study employed a pre-test, immediate posttest, and 

delayed-posttest design to compare the effects of indirect focused written 

corrective feedback (IFWCF) on the grammatical accuracy of EFL learners 

to express first and second mention in narrative writing tests. As the 

researcher did not have easy access to randomization of participants, two 

intact intermediate classes (N= 36) who ranged in age from 23 to 28 at 

Islamic Azad University, Bukan branch, Iran were selected and assigned as 

following (1) an experimental IFWCF group (N= 18), and (2) a control 

group (N = 18) who received focused/traditional WCF. Analyzing the data, 

the researcher found that the experimental group did by far better than the 

control group on both the immediate and delayed posttests. As such, and 

considering the results, it might stand to reason to claim that IFWCF could 

be a reliable alternative to focused WCF in addressing EFL learners' needs 

as regards their grammatical errors.  
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Abstract  

The present study was conducted to investigate the existence of reflectivity 

among English language teachers. The study also attempted to examine the 

perceptions of teachers toward reflection in their teaching process. To these 

end 50 EFL teachers from Tehran and Shiraz were asked to fill out the 

reflective teaching instrument designed by Akbari, Behzadpour and Dadvand 

(2010). The results of descriptive statistics and t-test for five dimensions of 

survey revealed that teachers reported most reflection on affective and 

metacognitive dimensions while their reflection of practicality was less than 

others. 
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Abstract 

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) has won increasing popularity in the 

language-teaching field. The present research was an attempt to gain more 

in-depth understanding of the efficacy of task-based techniques to listening 

comprehension, listening efficacy, and emotional intelligence (EI) 

development in an EFL context by comparing the role of literary and non-

literary task based activities. To fulfill this objective, a sample of 60 male 

and female EFL learners was selected among a larger population in a private 

language institute in Iran, and assigned into two groups: one experimental 

group taught through literary task-based activities, and one control group 

instructed via non-literary task-based activities. The instruction lasted 8 

sessions and a parallel form of task-based test of listening comprehension 

(Cameron, 2000), English listening self-efficacy questionnaire (Renzhi, 

2012), and Schutte et al.ôs (2009) emotional intelligence Scale (SEIS) was 

administered to measure the two groupsô performances on both pre- and 

post-test. One way independent samples t-test indicated that experimental 

group was significantly outperformed the control group in terms of their 

listening comprehension. Moreover, the result from self-efficacy 

questionnaire and emotional intelligence scale indicated that the 

experimental group instructed through literary task-based activities which in 

turn, increased their EI, can simultaneously develop their listening self -

efficacy more than control group. This study is; therefore, of educational 

value to the teachers in terms of focusing on studentsô emotional 

intelligence, listening comprehension, and listening efficacy in the 

classroom, and shifting the attention from teacher- centered activities to 

learner- centered ones. 
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Abstract 

The literature on ESL/EFL vocabulary instruction indicates a wide range of 

techniques employed by teachers. One of these techniques which was 

originally developed for students in Special Education is cooperative 

teaching or co-teaching. The current study attempted to compare the effect 

of alternative and station teaching, as two co-teaching methods, on Iranian 

EFL learners' vocabulary learning. To this end, 40 adult male and female 

learners of English at upper-intermediate level at a language institute were 

selected and randomly assigned to two groups of 20 individuals. The first 

group was treated based on the principles and procedures of alternative-

teaching method while the learners in the second group were taught based on 

station teaching. Both groups received vocabulary instruction through the 

corresponding techniques for 10 sessions and upon completion of the 

treatment took part in a vocabulary achievement posttest. A t-test was run to 

compare the means of the groups on the vocabulary test. The results revealed 

that although the mean score for station teaching was higher than that of the 

alternative method group, there was not any statistically significant 

difference between the studentsô performance in these two groups. The 

finding of the study may promise implications both for ESL/EFL teaching 

vocabulary and teacher education.  

 

Keywords: Alternative Teaching, Co-teaching Models, Station Teaching, 
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Abstract 

This study attempted to investigate the effect of dynamic assessment on 

Iranian EFL learnersô vocabulary learning and retention. It also sought to 

examine its impact on the studentsô perception.  After administering the 

Oxford Placement Test to about 90 pre-intermediate female students at Safir 

Language Institute, 60 adult students whose scores fell within one standard 

deviation of the mean were selected as the participants. To ensure their 

homogeneity in terms of vocabulary knowledge, a test borrowed from Test 

Your English Vocabulary in Use Book was utilized as the pre-test. The 

subjects were divided into two groups of thirty participants. Ten sessions of 

treatment were determined for teaching 40 selected words identified to be 

unknown to the learners based on Paribakht and Wesche Scale (1993). For 

the experimental group, dynamic assessment procedures based on the ZPDôs 

concept of mediation were drawn on, but no such treatment was given to the 

control group. After the treatment, the same vocabulary test was 

administered to both groups as the posttest to measure their vocabulary 

knowledge. For testing the subjects' retention of the words, a delayed 

posttest was given to both groups 15 days after the post-test was 

administered. The results suggested no significant difference in vocabulary 

gain of the two groups under study. However, when it came to retention, the 

students in the experimental group outperformed their control group 

counterparts. To address the learnersô attitudes towards dynamic assessment, 

an already validated questionnaire was employed by the researchers to 

examine their perception of dynamic assessment.  
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Abstract 

The present study explored the effects of gender and teaching experience on 

EFL teachers' conformity to the principles of post-method pedagogy. It also 

investigated the relationship between teachers' critical thinking ability and 

their conformity to post-method pedagogy. The subjects of the present study 

consisted of 110 EFL teachers who were chosen from a number of private 

institutes. The Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal (WGCTA) and 

Post-method |Pedagogy Questionnaire (PPQ) were employed to evaluate the 

teachers' critical thinking ability and their level of willingness to the 

principles of post-method pedagogy respectively. The analysis of 

independent-sample T-test (P=0.7) and one-way Anova (P<0.0) indicated 

that while gender variable did not significantly affect willingness to post-

method principles, the experienced teachers showed significantly higher 

level of conformity to post-method pedagogy. The results of Pearson 

correlation coefficient (r=0.78) demonstrated a significant relationship 

between teachers' critical thinking skills and their conformity to post-method 

pedagogy principles.  
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Abstract 
Mainstream teacher education research has experienced a growing trend on 

the account that teachers play a significant role in classroom ecology and 

student achievement. The current study primarily sought to examine if the 

same increasing interest in teacher-related research could be disclosed in the 

context of English language teaching (ELT) from both domestic and 

international perspectives. This study also intended to identify popular 

teacher-related subjects among Iranian and international researchers. To this 

end, TEL and System were selected as the benchmarks fairly representing 

domestic and international ELT researchersô orientations. Content analysis 

was adopted to calculate the ratio of the papers on teacher education subjects 

published in these two journals over an 11-year period (2006-2016). The 

detected papers were subsequently examined with the aim of clustering 

teacher education papers on the basis of their subjects. The results showed a 

similar current in both journals, with slightly over 8% of all the published 

papers focusing on teachers. Examining the number of papers published each 

year also revealed no promising trend in either journal with respect to the 

rising attention to teacher education. Subject-based analysis of teacher 

education papers, on the other hand, yielded seven major categories. While 

teacher cognition was the dominant category in both TEL and System, 

discrepancies were detected between the two journals in terms of the 

frequency and ranking of the categories. It is argued that both domestic and 

global research on ELT teacher education are still in need of further inquiry 

exploring a wider array of subjects. 
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Abstract  

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) has won increasing popularity in the 

language-teaching field. The present research was an attempt to gain more 

in-depth understanding of the efficacy of task-based techniques to listening 

comprehension, listening efficacy, and emotional intelligence (EI) 

development in an EFL context by comparing the role of literary and non-

literary task based activities. To fulfill this objective, a sample of 60 male 

and female EFL learners was selected among a larger population in a private 

language institute in Iran, and assigned into two groups: one experimental 

group taught through literary task-based activities, and one control group 

instructed via non-literary task-based activities. The instruction lasted 8 

sessions and a parallel form of task-based test of listening comprehension 

(Cameron, 2000), English listening self-efficacy questionnaire (Renzhi, 

2012), and Schutte et al.ôs (2009) emotional intelligence Scale (SEIS) was 

administered to measure the two groupsô performances on both pre- and 

post-test. One way independent samples t-test indicated that experimental 

group was significantly outperformed the control group in terms of their 

listening comprehension. Moreover, the result from self-efficacy 

questionnaire and emotional intelligence scale indicated that the 

experimental group instructed through literary task-based activities which in 

turn, increased their EI, can simultaneously develop their listening self-

efficacy more than control group. This study is; therefore, of educational 

value to the teachers in terms of focusing on studentsô emotional 

intelligence, listening comprehension, and listening efficacy in the 

classroom, and shifting the attention from teacher- centered activities to 

learner- centered ones. 
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Abstract 

Working with language learnersô problematic learner contributions in 

classroom interaction remains a challenge to many of EFL teachers. 

Conversation analysisôs approach to situating repair within its sequential 

context makes it possible to discover a wide range of practices teachers are 

engaged in to contingently treat these problems. Drawing on conversation 

analysis methodology and using sociocultural and situated learning theories 

this longitudinal case study traced the progression of changes in one EFL 

teacherôs repairing practices along with the changing impacts of different 

organizational patterns of repair on learnersô learning opportunities. This 

study explored repair across two instructional contexts: form-oriented and 

meaning-oriented contexts. The principal methods used to collect data were 

observation through video- and audio-recording of lessons, and reflective 

conversations with the teacher. The study was conducted in two phases over 

a period of six months in one private language institute with one teacher and 

his six intermediate level students. Qualitative results from the first 

(descriptive) phase indicate that the teacherôs provision of repair in the 

meaning-oriented context was generally convergent while in the form-

oriented one divergent. Thus, the second (education) phase focused on what 

he changed to orient as repairable and how he accomplished repair initiation 

and completion over time, and particularly explored the progression from 

other-repair to self-repair. This research will contribute to longitudinal 

conversation analytic research in the repair area. The pedagogical 

implications of the study are for language teachersô awareness of the role of 

repair organization in facilitating learning opportunities and for teacher 

professional development. 
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Abstract 

The present study was an attempt to investigate the impact of Synchronous 

Computer-Mediated Communication (SCMC) on the studentsô patterns of 

collaboration. To this end, 26 upper-intermediate female students from an 

institute in Ahvaz, Iran were randomly selected and randomly assigned into 

two experimental and one control groups. The two experimental groups were 

instructed in writing through two different modes of SCMC over the 

Internet, namely Internet Relay Chat (IRC) (n = 8) and 2- Dimensional (2D) 

(n = 8), while the control group received instruction in a conventional face-

to-face (F2F) oral classroom (n = 10). Analysis of the data was done 

qualitatively. Hence, the studentsô pair discussions were analyzed based on 

Storchôs (2002) patterns of dyadic interaction: Collaborative, 

Dominant/Dominant, Dominant/Passive, and Expert/Novice. The results 

revealed that the two experimental groups (2D and IRC respectively) 

generated a higher amount of collaboration compared to the F2F context. 

The findings of this study might provide new insights into the potential of 

using SCMC in enhancing studentsô collaboration in learning a foreign 

language. 
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Abstract 

Known as one of the leading phenomena in modern times, burnout is defined 

as "the extinction of motivation or incentive, especially when one's devotion 

to a cause or relationship fails to produce the desired results" (Scott. E., 

2006). The increase in demands on the teaching profession has resulted in 

increased stress and burnout among teachers. Therefore, this study intended 

to compare the influential factors of burnout among English teachers in high 

schools and language institutes, and also to find the different strategies 

English teachers resort to in order to cope with or prevent burnout. To 

determine these strategies, 160 English teachers (80 from language Institutes 

and 80 from High schools) in Isfahan and Tehran participated in the study. 

Through a Telegram Channel the participants discussed different burnout 

factors and their efficient coping strategies to overcome burnout.  In addition 

to a Telegram channel where participants openly and voluntarily shared their 

views, data were collected by conducting interviews with the teachers and 

observation of their classes in both settings for two months. To answer the 

research question the intended themes and subthemes and coping strategies 

were elicited from the data through content analysis. The result of the study 

revealed different coping strategies are used by English teachers in language 

institutes and high schools. The main coping strategies for preventing 

burnout were ranked as coping strategies related to students, coping 

strategies related to classroom environment, coping strategies related to 

administrators. Policy makers should take serious steps to reduce teacher 

burnout for a more efficient language learning environment. 
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Abstract   

Cultural intelligence (CQ) is the capability to function effectively across a 

variety of cultural contexts. Despite the importance of CQ in learning 

languages, this variable has not received much attention in ELT. Due to its 

positive impact on learning a language this study aimed at investigating the 

CQ of English teachers and observing the various dimensions of it in an 

English class. To this end, a CQ questionnaire developed by Ang et al. 

(2007) consisting of 20 questions was administered to 16 English teachers. 

The questionnaire consisted of four dimensions including CQ Drive, CQ 

Knowledge, CQ Strategy, and CQ Action. To enrich the data, 10 sessions of 

an intermediate English class was observed under ethnographic protocols to 

see whether there is any relation between teachersô CQ levels and their 

teaching. All the CQ items were measured on a 7 point Likert scale. Analysis 

of data and detailed qualitative analysis of observation notes revealed 

teachersô high score for CQ knowledge both in the questionnaire and in their 

teaching act. It could be concluded that teachersô tendencies to the CQ 

dimensions in the questionnaire does have an effect on their preference for 

adopting it in their teaching act. Teachers mostly focus on just CQ 

knowledge in their teaching and pay little attention to other dimensions. This 

focus helps to raise learnersô interest and motivation (CQ Drive) in a foreign 

language. It is recommended that TTC courses adopt a plan to augment the 

CQ knowledge of teachers in order to have successful learners.  
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Abstract 

Learning how to write is one of the most challenging skills in a second 

language (Hyland, 2003) and besides teaching method, corrective feedback 

and the type of it learners receive during/after composing is also vital. 

Moreover, despite the bulk of literature devoted to answer which type of 

feedback to prescribe, it is high time to probe into the efficacy of each and 

every one of the feedback strategy. The purpose of this study was to examine 

the effect of reformulation and model text as two written corrective feedback 

techniques on the writing improvement of Iranian EFL learners and the 

efficacy of each on improving the components of writing skill based on 

Weir's (1990) writing scale. To this end, 60 intermediate female participants 

from one of the institutes in the city of Dezful were selected through a PET 

and were divided into two experimental groups of 30 members 

(reformulation and model text groups). Seven picture description tasks were 

administered as narrative writing tasks on six of which the participants 

received corrective feedback. During the treatment, one group received 

reformulation feedback and the other received model text feedback written 

by native speakers. The findings indicated no significant difference between 

the effects of these two feedback techniques on learnersô writing 

improvement. However, the results also revealed that while reformulation 

feedback could improve learners' grammatical accuracy in writing, model 

text feedback enhanced their adequacy of vocabulary and mechanical 

accuracy (spelling). 
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Abstract 

Teachers are lifelong learners. Likewise, they are one of the important 

factors in education. There is an increasing need of professional 

development (PD) for English teachers to address challenges in education in 

the 21st century (Hartono, 2016). Teacher Professional Development is of 

fundamental importance for promoting the quality of teaching. This 

comparative study aimed to explore experienced and novice EFL teachersô 

perceptions of teacher professional development. To this end, an open-ended 

questionnaire including 15 items was developed by the researcher based on 

Richards & Renandya (2002) and Agbayahoun (2016) on EFL teachersô 

professional development. In this qualitative study, 16 EFL teachers were 

selected based on purposive sampling and were classified as novice and 

experienced in terms of years of teaching experience. The data were 

collected by sending the questionnaires via emails to the EFL teachers. 

Likewise, the data were analyzed through content analysis via coding 

techniques. The results indicated that experienced EFL teachersô considered 

a lot of activities such as keeping up to date, peer observation, reading 

journals and books, attending conferences and joining communities of 

practice to be very influential for teacher professional development. In 

contrast, novice teachers had a very limited view on factors contributing to 

EFL teachersô professional development. However, both groups of teachers 

considered low salary and work over load, job insecurity, burnout, lack of 

promotion, lack of intrinsic motivation as inhibitory factors for EFL 

teachersô professional development. Pedagogical implications and 

suggestions for further research will be discussed. 
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Abstract 

The development of dominant languages tends to be accompanied by the 

demise of minority varieties. Not only do minority languages erode through 

globalization, standardization, and profit-driven marketization but also their 

educational standards and status quo aims can be exacerbated in this process 

(Boxley, 2003). In this light, in order to explore some aspects of the status of 

English as a global lingua franca, the current study aimed at the critical 

analysis of the discourse of a number of official UNESCO educational 

documents focusing on the notions of sustainable education and English 

language learning. A bulk of 40 documents was analyzed through keyword 

search analysis focusing on óeducationô, ólanguage educationô, and óEnglish 

educationô and then discursively examined in terms of the 

interconnectedness of sustainable education and English language education. 

It was revealed that in fulfilling the long-stated goal of sustainable 

development including sustainable education, a number of major themes are 

pursued: ensuring free education (technical, vocational, and tertiary) for all 

including girls and women; establishing distance learning and digital 

learning in English to integrate information and communication and 

substantiate the pedagogical skills of the teachers in disadvantaged   

communities; educating women in foreign languages through training with 

computers and associated software for promotion and competition with men; 

and  supporting distinguished teachers in non-developed communities 

through scholarships to study in English speaking countries. These results 

implicate a possible hegemony of the sustainable free and equitable 

education through English learning or education in the context of English-

speaking communities due to its globalization and information transfer 

purposes (Canagarajah 2002) which are followed by the marginalization of 

the local languages and their assimilation into the cultural tendencies 

associated with English (Hashimoto, 2007). 
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Abstract 
Textbooks have pivotal roles in each educational context since they can be 

the main source of input for learners. This study has attempted to evaluate 

the English text book used in Iranian junior high schools (the first grade), 

from the viewpoints of the school teachers teaching it. Although the 

secondary and primary educational grades are undergoing revolutionary 

changes at the moment, this does not mean that we one could overlook the 

flaws in the present junior high school English text book. To achieve this 

end, Miekleyôs (2005) checklist was utilised. The participants were 40 junior 

high school teachers selected from 25 private and public schools in the four 

cities of Karaj, Rasht, Astana, and Shaft. They were asked to mark the 

checklist and to give further comments so as to state why they had selected 

that particular choice and to give a final general comment on the book as a 

whole. Almost 63% of the teachers were not in favour of the present 

textbook, which indicates that the book is in need of substantial 

modifications. The findings of the present study could be beneficial for the 

curriculum designers and policy makers.  
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Abstract 

In the third millennium, as the technology has been integrated to humanôs 

life vastly, its influence on education is inevitable, and second language 

learning is not an exception. Also, the need for successful communication 

among people requires EFL learners to be equipped with rich vocabulary 

knowledge. The present study investigated the impact of using computer 

aided mind mapping (CAMM) on Iranian EFL learnersô self-efficacy in 

vocabulary skill. To this end, the questionnaire of self-efficacy in vocabulary 

learning with 15 questions was developed based on Schwarzer and 

Jerusalem (1995) general self-efficacy questionnaire, including 11 questions, 

as well as Mizomoto (2013) self-efficacy questionnaire in vocabulary, 

including 4 questions. Then the reliability and validity of the developed 

questionnaire was checked and though Factor Analysis statistical procedure 

three questions were omitted. Next, 60 out of 94 university students were 

homogenized by Oxford Placement Test (OPT), and selected as the eligible 

participants for this study. All selected participants were administered the 

newly developed questionnaire regarding to self-efficacy in vocabulary skill 

as the pre-test.  Meanwhile, the participants in experimental group 

underwent the treatments-learning new vocabularies through CAMM- the 

control group continued the traditional way. After 10 sessions, the 

participants filled out the same questionnaire they were administered in the 

pre-test. By considering the vocabulary self-efficacy scores as a covariate, 

and Ancova statistical procedure, it was revealed using CAMM has 

statistically significant impact on Iranian EFL learnersô self-efficacy. The 

findings of the present study would have implications for teachers, learners, 

as well as for materials developers. 
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Abstract 

Listening comprehension is a complex process that leads to understanding of 

spoken language. Many strategies have been introduced to improve this 

important language ability. Among these strategies is note-taking, which is 

the focus of the current study. The study was an effort to investigate the 

effect of note-taking strategy on improving aviation listening comprehension 

in the context of Iran. To attain this purpose, 60 aviation academy students 

were selected as the participants of the study. A Preliminary English Test 

(PET) and a pre-test of aviation listening were given to them, to examine 

their homogeneity in terms of English language proficiency and aviation 

English listening comprehension, respectively. Students were later placed in 

experimental and non-experimental groups with equal number of students in 

each group. For ten sessions, experimental students practiced note-taking 

strategy while listening to on-line conversations between controllers and 

pilots. However, such practice was not given to non-experimental students. 

Later, the aviation listening test was given to both groups as a post-test. The 

analysis and comparison of the results of pre-test and post- test revealed 

considerable improvement in the listening ability of experimental students, 

which in turn confirmed the research hypothesis proposed at the beginning 

of the study. 
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Abstract 
As one of the recent collaborative learning strategies, Student Team 

Achievement Divisions (STAD) (Slavin, 1995) has received positive 

feedback from quite a number of educators and language teachers. In mixed-

ability classrooms, small groups of learners with different achievement 

levels work together in STAD to attain a shared learning goal. In the current 

study, two language teaching tasks of opinion-exchange and problem-

solving were incorporated into STAD to investigate the possible 

improvement in L2 speaking accuracy of the Iranian EFL community. A 

stepwise procedure was conducted to diagnostically assess the intended 30 

subjects and to randomly group them into STAD. Two intervention teams of 

opinion exchange (OE) and problem solving (PS) were arranged as 6 

divisions of 2 low-achievers, 2 mid-achievers and 1 high-achiever (6x5) for 

10 treatment sessions. After receiving the intervention in terms of TBLT, the 

collected oral outputs of the subjects were collected and analyzed. Statistics 

supported both academic and affective impacts of STAD on language 

learners. Working in small divisions raised the low-achieversô motivation 

and their level of speaking accuracy under the close monitoring by peers and 

the teacher. Moreover, STAD as a mixed-ability arrangement lowered all 

subjectsô (low-, mid-, high- achieversô) language learning anxiety as a by-

product of such smart membership. 

 

Keywords: Accuracy, EFL, Opinion Exchange, Problem Solving, STAD, 
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Abstract 

Second language (L2) classroom discourse has been regarded as consisting 

of a complex and dynamic series of interrelated contexts where various 

pedagogic goals are embedded within turn-taking sequences (Walsh, 2006). 

Of the multiple contexts emerging from classroom discourse, meaning-

oriented context (MOC) takes on a special significance; its primary 

pedagogic goal is to maximize learnersô participation opportunities through 

encouraging them to express themselves in classroom discourse. However, 

this sort of context was found not to be sustained in EFL classes (Pourhaji & 

Alavi, 2015). Therefore, this study aimed to develop a framework specifying 

what features of teacher talk promote and impede sustainability of MOCs. 

Following the tenets of conversation analysis, 21 intact classes were video-

taped for three sessions. Upon transcription of the recorded data, the focus 

was centered on teacher talk in relation to the expansion or closure of turn-

taking sequences. As a result, a MOC sustainability framework was 

developed which identified self-elaboration, low-pitch back-channels, 

immediate form-focused feedback, rejecting, bypassing and downgrading 

learners initiative, limited wait-time, turn completions, immediate positive 

affective feedback, closing open-ended elicitations, and self-answering as 

impeders. Building on learnersô contributions, invitation to reply, high-pitch 

back-channels, content-focused feedback, delayed form-focused feedback, 

validating and orienting to learnersô initiation, extended wait-time, delayed 

positive affective feedback, clarification requests and confirmation checks 

were also recognized as the promoters. The findings of this study can be 

analytically generalized to Waringôs theory of pedagogical interactional 

(Waring, 2016) and can help teachers develop a post-liminal understanding 

of their talk in classroom discourse (Skinner, 2017).  
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Abstract 

Transformation journey of professional development is not a straight line 

and needs actively persistent participation in their professional lives. 

Accordingly, a ñmindful teacher educationò is capable of creating ñthe social 

conditions for the development of L2 teacher/teaching expertiseò which is 

ñabout engaging in dialogic interactions that assist teachers as they transform 

knowledge, dispositions, skills, and abilities in óitself, for themselves 

(Johnson & Golombek, 2016, p.164). Implementing the sociocultural 

discourse analysis (Mercer,2000, 2007, 2010) which is based on the 

Vygotskian conception of language, the present study intended to analyse 

and evaluate the talk of teachers and teacher educator during their interaction 

in the practicum. The findings showed the little evidence of disputional talk 

comparing with cumulative and exploratory talk. However, the occurrence of 

cumulative and exploratory talk was not significant during the whole 

interaction. The result also indicated Initiation-Response-Follow 

up/Feedback (IRF) exchanges as the dominant pattern which was mostly 

used during the interaction. Further analysis and the implications for 

language teacher education were also discussed in details through the lens of 

KARD model.  
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Abstract 

Technology can play an important role in addressing the issue of teaching-

learning process. The central aim of this paper is to measure deaf and 

hearing-impaired reading comprehension growth over months. In other 

words, this research examined the effectiveness of using social media 

network Telegram in teaching reading to Iranian deaf and hearing-impaired 

students. The participants were Iranian deaf with the different social status 

from a deaf community located in Bandarabbass, Iran. They were divided 

into two experimental N=30 and control N= 30 groups who received 

different treatments over the three-month. Based on the student's level, 

twelve short written texts related to the daily life issues were chosen by the 

teacher and then after reading the passage by group members in Telegram, 

participants took part in the negotiation. Interestingly, the results of pre-test 

and post-test revealed that the reading comprehension of students in 

experimental group improved significantly compared to control group. The 

most obvious finding to emerge from this study was that using social media 

networks in improving language skills can be very most effective. 

Implications for the deaf education classroom appear to be that social media 

may be an interesting supplement for deaf reading comprehension in Persian 

sign language. 
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Abstract 

The primary purpose of this study is to find out whether there are any 

differences between the learnersô anxiety levels in the traditional writing 

classes and in the voluntary online writing classes and the second aim is to 

understand whether the participantsô anxiety levels are related to their gender 

differences or not. To this end, 60 Iranian sophomore students majoring in 

English at Bandarabbas and Aligudarz branches of Islamic Azad University 

were selected based on random sampling. The treatment lasted for two and a 

half months and at the end, the data was collected using Writing Anxiety 

Scale which was developed by the authors to measure writing anxiety levels 

of students and personal forms to describe personal traits of the students. The 

comparison of the participants' gain scores showed that using the tools 

available on the internet could lead to improvements in EFL studentsô 

writing abilities, and that gender was an important factor in participantsô 

anxiety levels. The findings indicated that traditional writing classes had 

higher anxiety levels than the online writing ones, both in overall and 

individual categories. The results also revealed that using online mind maps 

can foster EFL studentsô writing skills and decrease the anxiety levels of 

learners. Based on the results of post-implementation questionnaire, 

participants had positive attitudes toward learning English. It should also be 

noted that learnersô level of language classroom anxiety may have affected 

the level of language proficiency, as measured by the writing language 

proficiency assessment designed for the study. 
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Abstract  

In his book, Aspects of The Novel (1927), E.M. Forster formulated the 

structure of plot as ñThe king died, and then the queen died of griefò (87).  

The formulation caught on with the later theorists and writers interested in 

theories of narrative. It is still with us, often cited and widely used. Upon 

closer examination, in this formulation, among other things, Queen's death 

happens due to the 'grief' of the death of the King. What happens if one 

reformulates Forster's sentence that 'The king died'' but the Queen did not 

die; rather she lived on?   

This paper argues, with reference to the feminist narratology and discourse 

theories that the models of storytelling vary with gender and ethnicity.  In 

fact, text-building strategies, macro-level or micro-level configuration, 

cultural patterns of representation, certain narrative strategies, and narrative 

models or styles are factors which ought to be considered in investigating 

different models of reading novels by male and female writers. 
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Abstract  

The present research aims at exploring subjectivity in two novels by Doris 

Lessing, a British contemporary novelist, in the light of Lacanian 

psychoanalysis. With this in mind, the research data concern two novels by 

Lessing, namely, Fifth Child (1988) and Ben, In the World (2000). Fifth 

Child narrates the story of Harriet and David and their fifth child, Ben 

Lovatt, who seems to be unable to adjust himself to the conventions of civil 

life. The sequel to this novel, Ben, In the World, portrays the rough life of 

Ben, now an eighteen-year old boy, who is betrayed by almost every one. 

Due to the events happing to him, he departs to different destinations, the 

last one being Andes mountains, a place more appropriate to his life. The 

events of these two novels render Ben, as an apt case to be scrutinized 

through psychoanalytical theories conceptualized by Jacques Lacan. The 

research seeks to demonstrate how Ben Lovatt's subjectivity gets 

fragmented, preventing him from confronting his complexes, problems and 

obsessions, thus playing a constructive role within the world of the symbolic 

order.     
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Abstract  

Dynamic Assessment (DA), originating from Vygotskyôs Sociocultural 

Theory, has proven as a successful method for enhancing second language 

acquisition and for assessing potential language learning. Nevertheless, 

despite its application in some areas of SLA, Interlanguage Pragmatics (ILP) 

has still remained under-explored. Therefore, the present study investigated 

the effectiveness of Dynamic Assessment (teacher mediation) on the Iranian 

EFL learnersô pragmatic performance. Moreover, it compared the usefulness 

of DA in improving Iranian EFL learnersô with different gender. To this end, 

the data were collected from an English institute in Robatkarim, Tehran, 

Iran. In this study, twenty (male and female) L2 advanced English learners 

attending two intact classes were selected. The data for examining pragmatic 

performance of the participants were collected via 24 role plays which had 

been specifically developed for the interlanguage pragmatic enhancement 

measure by Alizadeh (2015). Data were analyzed through analysis of 

variance. The statistical analyses demonstrated that the Iranian EFL learnersô 

pragmatic ability improved as a result of the employment of DA. In other 

words, DA instruction influenced the depth of their pragmatic judgment and 

enabled them to take a variety of pragmatic features into consideration when 

rating each speech act. Further, gender was found to have little impact on the 

development of their pragmatic ability. Results of this study can be of 

importance in explaining the role of teacher mediation in second language 

conversation classes, as well as in providing EFL teachers with influential 

DA techniques for improving pragmatic awareness which might motivate 

students and help them enjoy learning English and get rid of frustration as 

they feel their English pragmatics improve.  
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Abstract 

This study investigated the effectiveness of written corrective feedback on 

the Iranian EFL learnersô writing performance. Moreover, it compared the 

usefulness of different types of corrective feedback, namely teacher, peer, 

and collaborative negotiated, in improving Iranian EFL learnersô writing 

ability. To this end, the data were collected from an English institute in 

Robatkarim, Tehran, Iran. In this study, forty five male L2 advanced English 

learners attending three intact classes were randomly assigned into three 

experimental groups: one group received direct teacher corrective feedback 

(TCF), another group was given peer corrective feedback (PCF), still the last 

group received collaborative negotiated corrective feedback (CNF).  Data 

were analyzed through analysis of variance and a series of paired samples t-

tests. The statistical analyses demonstrated that the Iranian EFL learnersô 

writing ability improved as a result of the employment of all the three 

writing feedback types, however, CNF and TNF groups did significantly 

better than the PNF group in the post-test. Further, no significant difference 

was found between the CNF and the TCF groups in terms of their writing 

performance. The results of this study can be of importance in explaining the 

role of corrective feedback in second language writing classes, as well as in 

providing EFL teachers with influential written corrective techniques for 

correcting written errors which might motivate students and help them enjoy 

learning writing skills and get rid of frustration as they feel their English 

writing improve.  
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Abstract 

The origin of dynamic assessment (DA) is Vygotskyôs writing on 

sociocultural theory (SCT) and the concept of zone of proximal development 

(ZPD). This study drew on SCT to examine the effects of teacher scaffolding 

on EFL learnersô writing abilities. The interactions among the teacher and 

the learners were analyzed microgenetically during collaborative writing 

tasks. Participants consisted of 24 intermediate EFL learners who took a 

writing class at an Iranian university. Assigning them randomly to two 

groups, one group was provided with teacher scaffolding and the other group 

was provided with non-dynamic instruction during their writing classes. 

Before and after the treatment, the participants wrote on given topics to be 

considered as pre- and post-tests. The researchers audio recorded the 

interactions during 12 sessions. Results of t-tests revealed that employing 

teacher scaffolding in the process of writing is more effective in improving 

writing abilities. Qualitative data analysis of interactions, using Lidzôs 

(1991) scale as framework, showed that the teacher and participants used 

different scaffolding behaviors. Acknowledging DA and scaffolding as 

beneficial ways of improving writing ability is proposed by the findings of 

this study. 
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Abstract 

Recently, reflection has become the core component of teacher education 

programs to help teachers evaluate their teaching experiences and develop 

themselves through compensating for weaknesses. To provide evidence on 

the pre-service EFL teachersô reflective practices, data was collected from 

the teacher-studentsô reflective journals on observation of experienced 

teachers in an SLTE program. The journals were coded based on Hatton and 

Smithôs (1995) reflection framework including four types of reflection 

named descriptive writing, descriptive reflection, dialogic reflection, and 

critical reflection. The findings revealed limited use of dialogic and critical 

reflective practices.  Descriptive writing was found to be the most frequent 

type of reflection. Overall, the number of descriptive, dialogic and critical 

reflection increased from the first observation to the last one which can be 

due to the observation of practices and activities done by the experienced 

teachers.  Therefore, it is suggested that teacher education programs provide 

pre-service teachers with reflective and critical courses in order to foster this 

important characteristics of effective teachers.  
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Abstract 

Teaching is a complex and multi faced profession. As a sociocultural 

phenomenon, classroom dimensions have been studied from several angles. 

There are various forms of roles for teachers and students in any setting in 

which they are operating.  As one of the emerging and fascinating culturally 

oriented issue, the concept of identity has been a hot topic in recent years. 

Identity concerns how the person perceives the society, the world, time and 

possibilities for the future. It is a fluid, dynamitic and context bound 

phenomenon that can be changed based on the very situation in which it is 

practiced.  Regarding the importance of the concept of identity, the present 

qualitative article tries to shed light on the process of identity formations 

among Iranian EFL teachers. To this end, ten EFL teachers participated in a 

semi-structured interview and answered some questions regarding the 

concept of identity, the effect of cultural issues on identity formations and 

the strategies of developing identity awareness among Iranian EFL teachers. 

The analysis of the participantsô answers showed that Iranian EFL teachers 

have a reasonable understanding of the concept of identity. The findings also 

revealed some hidden aspects of identity practice in the EFL discourse 

community in the context of Iran. The findings of this study also revealed 

that identity perceptions and teaching have mutual relationships. 
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Abstract 

The Teachersô identity is among the forepart issues within the realm of 

teacher education studies. The research about teachersô identity has been 

done using teacher-authored narratives. Moreover, cultural identity is one of 

the leading factors in how teachers address cultural variations in their 

classrooms. That said, the purpose of this study was to investigate the role of 

negotiation in the student teachersô cultural identity. To that end, three 

student teachers (two male and one female student teachers) majoring in 

English language teaching participated in this study. During four months, the 

student teachers participated in a negotiation program on cultural identity. 

They were sent some academic papers and participated in discussions about 

cultural variations and the ways to address them. The student teachers where 

asked to write their narratives. Then after, the narratives where analyzed 

based on the semantic expressions. The qualitative analysis of the student 

teachersô narratives showed that their cultural identity changed during the 

negotiation period. By analyzing the student teacher-authored narratives, it 

appeared that they addressed cultural variations in different ways including 

using cultural varieties in teaching, identifying the gaps between cultural 

contexts, reconceptualization of cultural concepts, cultural transformation, 

new modes of using culture, internalization of cultural issues, and cultural 

awareness, each of which is discussed in the current study. It can be 

concluded from the obtained information that cultural identity is a dynamic 

one and open to change. The research bears some implications for teacher 

education program by introducing ways to address cultural identity in 

teacher education program.             
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Abstract 

High-stakes tests are considered as tools of power in politiciansô hands to 

manipulate society and language testing partiesô minds to move forward 

their own policies which meet unwritten embedded higher-order policies 

while language testing parties at the bottom of that unreal Top-Down or 

Bottom-Up hierarchy are suppressed and their voices are dismissed in each 

and every stage of test development and assessment. Democratic assessment 

is a step toward guarding the society against test abuses and misuses, 

questioning taken-for-granted nature of tests, changing tests into less 

authoritative and more democratic assessment, and empowering powerless 

stake holders to voice up through assessment continuum of education. 

Drawing on principles and practices of democratic assessment, this 

qualitative study attempts to critically explore three high-stakes tests of 

National University Entrance Exam (NUEE), M.A. Exam, and Ph.D. Exam 

in the EFL context of Iran. Thus, a sample of 239 different language testing 

parties selected through purposive sampling participated in this research to 

unearth negative consequences and impacts of these high-stakes tests on 

different testing parties, society, and education. Face-to-face semi-structured 

interview, focus group, online focus group, e-mail interview, and telephone 

interview were applied as to collect the rich data. Development of a fake EFL 

pedagogy, instrumentalization and marketization of language testing and 

education, and stake holdersô psychological and emotional problems were 

the emergent themes through Strauss and Corbinôs (1998) constant 

comparative data analysis. Suggestion of some strategies to curb the 

deleterious upshots of these three high stakes tests was obtained through 

further thematic analysis of data.    
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Abstract 

The current study was an attempt to explore the teachersô perspectives 

regarding in-service training programs held in the last four years regarding 

the recently published textbooks, Prospect 1, Prospect 2, Prospect 3, and 

Vision 1, by Panel of Experts in the Ministry of Education which were 

designed due to Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) underpinnings. 

Given that, to carry out the evaluation, 60 teachers who were selected 

purposively participated in the study. They were teaching at junior and 

senior secondary schools at the south region of Iran. Being a mixed-method 

study; in quantitative section, the teachersô viewpoints were collected 

through a questionnaire of 5-point Likert scale designed based on Guskeyôs 

(2000) framework including sections of ñparticipantsô reactions, 

participantsô learning, organization support and change, and participantsô use 

of new knowledge and skillsò and considering the qualitative section, the 

researchers investigated the standpoints of these teachers regarding the 

strengths and weakness of the programs and their suggestions to improve it. 

The results indicated that teachers regard the program as a valuable and 

efficient one with mean of 3.57, however, some modifications were 

proposed to enhance its practicality and efficiency. The results of the study 

have some implications for language practitioners as well as officials of 

Ministry of Education. 
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Abstract 

Conceptualizing fairness in classroom assessment has been an area of focus 

in recent years given the growing emphasis on assessment-driven teaching 

and educational accountability across educational systems. 

Conceptualization of fairness by drawing on assessment-based literature is 

central to the development of fair assessment theory. Employing a 

systematic meta-ethnography to guide the selection, review, and synthesis of 

44 studies, the purpose of this study is to identify main themes related to the 

fairness of classroom assessment. The results suggest that major themes 

include: (a) opportunity for and access to demonstrate learning; (b) 

accommodations; (c) avoid score pollution; (d) group work and peer 

assessment; (e) transparency, consistency and justification; and (f) do no 

harm and constructive classroom environment. Furthermore, the first four 

themes mostly pertain to summative view of assessment and the last two to 

the formative view. Findings also imply that theory of classroom assessment 

fairness seems to be relatively underdeveloped as regards formative 

purposes.  
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Abstract 

There is a need for regular evaluation of ESP textbooks in order to make the 

best choice. This study aimed to evaluate the ESP book, English for Civil 

Engineering Students, published by Iranian SAMT publication. One hundred 

university students in Shahid Abbas Pour University as well as 30 teachers 

who had this book as their course book participated in this study. Two 

questionnaires (one for teachers and one for students) were developed based 

on Cunningworthôs (1995) proposed criteria, layout and design, exercises 

and activities, skills, and subject and content of the course book as well as 

participantsô overall consensus of the book. A mixed method was used to 

analyze the data, as a result, the open ended interview questions was used in 

this study for getting better understanding of a result. The result through 

descriptive and inferential statistics showed that there was an overall 

satisfaction among the participants from the course book regarding the 

criteria. However, some weak points, namely, poor quality of printing, wide 

range of points, inadequacy of exercises, examples, and variability, 

unattractiveness, repetitiveness, and monotonous nature of the book, were 

pointed by students. The teachers also pointed the poor quality of the book 

as its weak point and were concerned that materials are not cultural-wise. 

Finally, some recommendations were proposed to improve the book. 
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Abstract 

The present study was an attempt to investigate the differences of three types 

of repetition practices that is oral repetition, auditory repetition, and oral-

auditory repetition in learning of three grammatical structures; past 

continuous, direct object placement with phrasal verbs, and indefinite 

pronouns (someone/ no one/ anyone) among Iranian EFL learners. Forty-five 

pre-intermediate female learners from two institutes in Kermanshah, Iran 

who were selected through Nelson Proficiency Test were randomly divided 

in three oral repetition, auditory repetition, and oral-auditory repetition 

practice groups. In order to examine the participants' knowledge of the three 

grammar structures, the pre-test was administered. Oral repetition group 

repeated the grammar structures presented by the teacher. Auditory 

repetition group listened to grammar structures presented by teacher and 

oral-auditory repetition group repeated the grammar structures orally then 

listened to the teacher and teacher repeated the grammar structures. The 

researcher used repetition practices in ten sessions, allocating 20 minutes in 

each session. After the treatment stage, a grammar test was given to the three 

groups as post-test. In order to find out if there were any significant 

differences among the performances of the learners in experimental groups 

on the post-test, a one-way ANOVA and post-hoc test using SPSS version 

21 were employed. A pre-test/treatment/post-test design was used to 

compare the three groups under the study. The statistical analyses indicated 

that oral-auditory repetition practice group outperformed the other two 

groups who completed the oral practice repetition and auditory practice 

repetition. 
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Abstract 

Curriculum is who we are. In standards-based education including Iranôs 

higher education curriculums are vested with the responsibility of guiding 

both teachers and students through their endeavor to develop competences, 

skills, and expertise.  Strengths or weaknesses of students/trainees in such 

educational systems lie primarily with the curriculum itself translating 

philosophies and aims into programs and courses. Translation Studies (TS) 

university curriculum in Iran, likewise, is commissioned to educate 

translators. Incapacity or inability of students might be reflected in 

inadequacies of the TS curriculum and its stipulations. This paper sought to 

critically evaluate the official M.A. curriculum of TS to see how closely it 

approaches ñtranslatorò training and associated research and practice. TS 

literature was reviewed comprehensively to develop a checklist of most 

current TS issues of significance in translator education. Twenty TS 

university professors/experts were then asked to examine the official 

curriculum employing the checklist to evaluate the coverage and 

representation of the respective items in the current curriculum. Analysis of 

the results suggested that most of the expert evaluators pinpointed that some 

central issues in TS such as computer-assisted translation, translation 

philosophy, translation ethics, and translation as a profession have not been 

duly addressed in the official curriculum. Further, they noted an orientation 

imbalance in favor of product-oriented issues at the cost of deemphasizing 

all-important process-oriented research and practice. Implications of the 

findings for translation instructors in effecting changes in the course contents 

and catching up with current TS research and practice will be suggested and 

discussed in the paper.  
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Abstract 

The purpose of this research is to address the link between working memory 

capacity (WMC) and (a) high order writing processes of planner, translator 

and evaluator, (b) monitoring behaviors, and (c) measures of L2 writing 

performance, i.e. complexity, accuracy and fluency in a picture narrative 

task performance under four planning conditions. The participants of the 

study were sixty intermediate students. The automated reading span test was 

used to measure participantsô WMC. The results showed that whereas WMC 

was correlated significantly with translator process in on-line and pre-task 

planning, there was lack of correlation with evaluator and in particular with 

different monitoring behaviors. Further, both syntactic and lexical 

complexity measures in the on-line planning correlated positively with 

WMC, whereas results indicated that WMC correlated negatively with 

syntactic complexity of pre-task planning. These findings suggest that lack 

of lexicon in L2 might be the key that affect L2 writing text production more 

than WMC. 
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Abstract 

The use of appropriate assessment methods is a significant issue in language 

assessment especially influencing student learning and motivation. 

Assessment methods preferences as a recent area in assessment studies were 

the focus of this research for the first time in EFL context. This mixed-

method study was an attempt to pursue three major aims: to detect the most 

and the least preferred assessment methods, to determine the cognitive and 

demographic predictors of assessment methods preferences, and to identify 

the rationales behind assessment methods preferences. The research data for 

quantitative phase were recruited from a sample of 205 Iranian EFL 

undergraduates. The instruments were as follows: assessment methods 

preferences, big five personality traits, test anxiety, fear of negative 

evaluation, and academic procrastination inventories. The qualitative phase 

was conducted through focus group interviews. Exploratory and 

confirmatory analyses, operationalized through regression analysis and 

structural equation modeling, were run for testing the hypothesized model. 

The results showed that they preferred multiple-choice test the most and oral 

examination the least, and based on the goodness-of-fit criteria, the accepted 

fit model was obtained for EFL students. The results of the structural model 

showed significant predictive roles of the cognitive and demographic 

variables for assessment methods preferences. Focus group interviews were 

coded identifying justifications for assessment methods preferences. The 

reasons stemmed mainly from situational and natural sources elaborated in 

the study. In discussion, the results were analyzed using previous studies and 

theories supporting them.  
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Abstract 

The present study attempts to investigate the notions of rewriting history and 

the linguistic function of memory in Martin Amisôs well-known novel, 

Timeôs Arrow, under the light of postmodern poetics. Timeôs Arrow is a 

novel about the catastrophes of World War II in reverse. Linda Hutcheon 

calls the contemporary fiction as ñhistoriographic metafictionò. She tries to 

define postmodern poetics drawing on concepts such as paradox, double-

codedness, history, fiction, reality and the relation of the text to the world. 

ñHistoriographic metafictionò is influenced by poststructuralist ideas about 

language, representation, and reality. In poststructuralism, text is not the 

reflector of the world; rather it is the originator of the world it presents. 

These conceptions challenge and deconstruct the relationship between 

fiction and history. One of the famous supporters of these ideas is Hayden 

White who talks about the similarities between fiction and history. Such 

interrogation of history and fiction is achieved by employing experimental 

narrative, formal, structural, and thematic strategies that transform the 

established genre conventions. 

 

Keywords: Hayden White, Historigraphic Metafiction, Linda Hutcheon, 
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Abstract 

Considering the extensive use of cell phones and pervasiveness of text 

messaging among younger generation, this study examined the effectiveness 

of text messaging as a complementary tool to aid teaching and learning 

collocations among Iranian intermediate EFL learners. To this end, 34 male 

learners were selected as the participants of the study and were randomly 

assigned to three groups. The treatment lasted for 6 weeks, two sessions each 

weak. Overall, participants received 120 collocations during the entire 

treatment period. A posttest and a delayed posttest were administered after 

the treatment in order to measure learners' collocation learning and retention. 

The analysis of posttest and delayed posttest data through one-way ANOVA 

revealed that the first MALL group learners (who received input and 

produced output through their cellphones), surpassed the other two groups. 

Moreover, the second MALL group, who received input via text messaging 

and produced output on paper, outperformed the third group, who received 

input and produced output on paper. The study, suggests that mobile phones 

can be efficient teaching tools to facilitate language instruction. Implications 

and suggestions for further research are discussed. 
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Abstract 

The literature is replete with studies investigating the effect of various 

factors on listening comprehension. Nevertheless, the active engagement of 

the learners in the listening process and the role of task and individual 

factors such as topic type, task type, second language listening anxiety, the 

linguistic competence of the learners, and the  possible interaction of these 

variables on the learnersô performance have remained underresearched. This 

paper  presents the results of the second part of a comprehensive mixed-

method study which aimed at addressing the possible role of listening text 

type, topic type, and/or  listening anxiety (as a discrete construct of anxiety) 

on the  Iranian EFL learnersô listening performance when compared across 

two proficiency levels. 65 pre-intermediate and 71 advanced Iranian female 

young-adult EFL learners from the Iran Language Institute (the ILI) were 

selected and completed Kimôs Foreign Language Listening Anxiety 

Questionnaire (FLLAQ) along with a listening comprehension test, followed 

by semi-structured interviews. A full model factorial design, Pearson 

Correlation, and qualitative data were used to describe and explain in detail 

the role of major variables and their interaction on the learnersô listening 

performance. Apart from pointing to the effect of topic type and listening 

anxiety, the results indicated that there is a negative relationship between 

listening anxiety and the learnersô performance on the listening test. Our 

presentation concludes with a detailed discussion of findings, pedagogical 

implications and practical applications for language learners, teachers, 

teacher trainers, and test developers. 
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Abstract 

Researchers in education have recognized that teacherôs questions are 

essential in foreign language learning. However, students often encounter 

teacherôs questions that are difficult to answer. The purpose of the present 

study was to investigate the impact of teacherôs questions types on studentsô 

speaking and their willingness to communicate (WTC). This study focused 

on the differences between the effects of divergent questions and convergent 

questions on studentsô speaking and their willingness to communicate. The 

design of this study was quasi-experimental. The participants of the study 

were 90 Iranian male and female students who were selected from 113pre- 

intermediate EFL learners by applying the key English Test KET. 

Experimental group A, forty-five participants were considered as divergent 

group who answered mostly divergent questions. Experimental group B 

consisted of 45 students who answered mostly convergent questions. Then, 

the WTC questionnaire was administered to both groups. At the end of 

instructional course, the two groups took a speaking posttest and were asked 

to fill out the WTC questionnaire again.  Finally, after considering the 

statistical analysis, the results revealed that convergent questions can 

improve studentsô speaking and their willingness to communicate rather than 

divergent questions. 
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Abstract 

Nowadays there is a strong consensus on the penetration of technology in all 

aspects of peoplesô lives. Moreover, the deficiencies of traditional teaching 

methods are well acknowledged, while the least benefit is gained for the 

satisfaction of educational needs of todayôs digital natives. As wise adoption 

and critical investigation of modern approaches in current educational 

context are almost exigent, in the present study English courses enjoying the 

consolidation of cognitive CALL/Brain-Based-Language-Learning (BBLL) 

and flipped-teaching were held by the aid of Learning Management System 

platform for fourteen sessions lasting 150 minutes to explore their impact 

specifically on EFL learnersô vocabulary learning. In this almost 

unprecedented, pre/post-test experimental study in Iranôs higher education 

context, 61 non-English major bachelors (54.1% female and 45.9% male) of 

Allameh Tabatabaôi University selected via the convenience-sampling-

technique had participated. Considering twelve BBL principles (Caine & 

Caine, 1991, 1995), the instructional materials were developed by Articulate 

Storyline software. The results of between-groups t-test demonstrated that 

the learners of flipped classes outperformed those of non-flipped ones 

(ίὭὫȢπρȢ  To compare male and female learners within as well as across 

flipped and non-flipped classrooms, one-way ANOVA and Duncan were 

conducted. The findings indicated the most significant change for male and 

female participants of the flipped classes, respectively. The noteworthy 

finding is that low proficient learners benefited most. The study at hand 

reminds the importance of not lagging behind thriving technology and 

underscores the need for effective teaching and technology integration. 

Consequently, its thought-provoking implications can assist the major 

educational officials and stakeholders.  
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